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P a r t  O n e

T H E G OD  OF  T H E 

HOW  A N D  W H EN

Kathie

Several years ago, I was in early production for a small film I’d hoped to make 

in Tennessee. At the time, I wanted a song that would capture the essence 

of our little film. I wrote the lyrics and sent them over to my friend and 

brilliant songwriter Brett James to set it to music. As usual, Brett returned 

it within hours, totally ready to demo in a recording studio.

So I called one of my favorite people and performers, Jimmie Allen, to 

record it for us, and he came right over. Jimmie has since emerged as one of 

the most successful artists in country music and at this writing is nominated 

for his first Grammy award as Best New Artist.

He nailed the song. But just as it often happens, the film itself fell 

through, leaving us with a great song that had nowhere to go— that is, unless 

the Lord revealed He had a different plan. And He did.

After the success of “The God Who Sees” song, something extraordinary 
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happened. I realized that I had only scratched the surface of exploring all the 

epic, inspiring, and miraculous stories in the Bible. It dawned on me that I 

had literally hundreds of songs just sitting around waiting for a home (we 

songwriters call them our “trunks”).

The song Brett and I had written for the ill- fated movie was already 

titled “The God of the How and When,” and it was perfectly adaptable for a 

brand- new oratorio by the same name.

I immediately set out to tell the stories of Abraham and Sarah, Moses, 

Joshua, and Mary, the mother of Jesus. They all had one thing in common: 

each story represented a promise from God. Some of those promises, how-

ever, took centuries before they were fulfilled, requiring a great deal of 

waiting from the one who had received the promise. And, as any believer 

can tell you, waiting on God is one of the hardest things to do. Trusting Him 

in the process is equally difficult, but it’s in the believing that we truly please 

the God who made the promise.

In the case of Abraham and Sarah, the Bible tells us in Genesis 12:2 that 

God told Abram (his name at the time) that He would make him the father 

of a great nation. To do this, he of course would have to have an heir, though 

it seemed impossible because his wife Sarai (her name at the time) had been 

barren for many years. In fact, Sarai actually laughed when she heard that 

she would become pregnant and bear a child.

Sure enough, though, decades after God’s initial promise to them, their 

son, Isaac, was born when Abraham was one hundred years old and Sarah 

was ninety (Genesis 21)!

Of course, this was the beginning of the great nation of the Hebrews that 

took root with Isaac’s twelve grandsons, their families, and their families’ 

families. But after six hundred years of growing more populous than “the 

stars of the heavens” (Genesis 22:17 nasb), they were enslaved in Egypt. God 
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made a promise to deliver them from Egypt and take them to a land of their 

own— the “promised” land.

But someone had to deliver them from the brutal and ruthless tyranny 

of Pharaoh, the powerful king of Egypt.

So God called an eighty- year- old shepherd from Midian who had fled 

Egypt decades before, instructing him to go back to the place of his birth 

and convince this all- powerful, evil leader to let God’s people go. The fact 

that this elderly and, by his own admission, completely incapable man was 

successful in this mission is nothing short of miraculous.

The legendary story continued on after Moses died and his faithful fol-

lower Joshua was called to lead the Hebrew nation to the Promised Land. 

Again, God’s promise took awhile to be fulfilled, but Joshua and the Hebrews 

eventually entered the “land flowing with milk and honey” more than forty 

years after leaving Egypt (Exodus 3:8 nasb).

Many centuries later a young Hebrew virgin named Mary was visited by 

an angel who told her she had found favor with God and would bear a child 

she would call Jesus, which means “God saves.”

Back in the days of Abraham, God had promised the eventual father of 

Israel that his seed would be a blessing to all nations and that it would bring 

about the birth of the Eternal Deliverer, one who would be far greater than 

Moses (Genesis 22:18).

Then for centuries afterward the great prophets of Jehovah God proph-

esied that this Messiah would be born of a virgin (Isaiah 7:14), a miracle 

even more improbable than when God parted the Red Sea for Moses and the 

Hebrew people. Nevertheless, the angel told Mary she would be that virgin.

Nine months later, the Savior of the world came into the physical world 

He had created with His Father in the beginning.

The God of the How and When is still building His Kingdom through 
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the lives of the billions of followers of Jesus (Yeshua), the Savior of all 

humankind.

Blessed be His holy name.
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o n e

A BR A H A M

Rabbi Jason

Being Jewish was extremely important to the Sobel household. Our family 

was a living legacy of Holocaust survivors. Most of my mom’s relatives died 

during that unthinkable horror, and the old photographs lining the walls 

and shelves of our home served as a memorial. When I looked at them grow-

ing up, I was reminded of their stories that I had heard again and again. 

Before my grandmother Gerta was able to escape Germany, she focused on 

getting her family out first. She gave her visa to her brother and his wife, 

who strapped their baby into a backpack and hiked safely across the Alps 

to freedom. My grandmother next tried getting a visa to her parents, but 

it was too late. After being loaded onto a train like cattle and shipped to a 

concentration camp, they were murdered in transit because of their faith. 

In large part because of these inspiring stories of sacrifice, being Jewish was 

always something deeply ingrained in the very fibers of my being. I grew up 

with a rich understanding of my identity as a Jew.

Part of that identity came from my intensive study of the Torah (the first 
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five books of the Bible). For years, in addition to regular school, I attended 

Hebrew school two days a week and went to synagogue every Saturday. As 

a kid with competing interests like basketball and girls, my studies became 

a bit of a love- hate relationship. Somewhere along the journey, though, as I 

read the stories of the Jewish personalities, the characters came alive, leaping 

off the pages, affecting me deeply. David the king, Moses the emancipator, 

Ruth the loyal woman of God, and Abraham the man of incredible faith.

Believing the Promise

Abraham is one of the most influential figures in the Bible. In Genesis 11, at 

the start of his journey, Abraham was known as Abram. Though Abram was 

a native of Ur of Chaldea, located in what is now southern Iraq, God called 

him and his family to migrate approximately six hundred miles to Haran, 

today’s southeastern Turkey.

Imagine picking up all your belongings with your family and leaving 

behind a life of comfort and safety in a thriving metropolis and heading 

for the unknown. That’s exactly what Abram and his family did, traveling 

through rocky terrain fraught with danger, in a slowly moving caravan with 

sheep, donkeys, camels, and other livestock.

After his father’s death, Abram received a second call from God involv-

ing a promise that would later have enormous implications for the Jewish 

people (Genesis 12:1–2). In another bold step of faith, Abram left Haran with 

his nephew Lot “not knowing where he was going” (Hebrews 11:8). Instead of 

trying to figure out where and how, he chose to trust God’s guidance as he 

moved his caravan farther into the unknown. Then, while setting up camp 

GodoftheWay_1P.indd   6GodoftheWay_1P.indd   6 3/25/22   8:54 AM3/25/22   8:54 AM



A B R A H A M

7

one day by the great oak of Moreh at Shechem, some four hundred miles 

beyond Haran (Genesis 12:6), Abram received the great promise from God.

I will make you a great nation,

And I will bless you,

And make your name great;

And so you shall be a blessing;

And I will bless those who bless you,

And the one who curses you I will curse.

And in you all the families of the earth will be blessed. . . .

To your descendants I will give this land.” So [Abram] built 

an altar there to the Lord who had appeared to him. 

(Genesis 12:2–3, 7 nasb)

God appeared to Abram speaking comforting, covenantal words, and 

promises. This is the first such appearance of these kinds of words men-

tioned in the Torah. Since Scripture is clear that no man can see God and live 

(Exodus 33:20), most scholars conclude the visitation was likely an angelic 

vision or human form. Regardless, God chose Abram to receive physical and 

spiritual blessings. On the physical side, Abram would become the father 

of the Jewish people through a son, Isaac. Out of this line, Messiah would 

be born. On the spiritual side, Abram had a unique relationship with his 

Creator. The two fellowshipped together under the stars and perhaps in the 

cool of the mornings, walking and talking. Listening with his spiritual ears, 

Abram recognized something greater than himself was going on and there-

fore obeyed God without question. Did he sometimes mess up? Of course he 

did— such as when he did not tell Pharaoh that Sarai was his wife, out of fear 

he would be killed (Genesis 12:10–20). Yet God quickly forgave this man He 
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had called to be the father of a great nation. God continued telling Abram 

to expect to have heirs even though, by this time, he and Sarai were well past 

the childbearing years. What God was doing did not always make sense to 

Abram’s natural mind, but his faith did not waver because he trusted and 

rested in God’s faithfulness and timing.

God’s timing in our lives is one of those things that often trips us up. 

We sometimes wonder what He is doing and question if He is even listening. 

We ask God for something, and seemingly nothing happens. We want Aunt 

Martha healed, but she remains sick or even dies. We want that promotion, 

but someone else gets it. Instead of getting the answer we want, we often get 

silence. We struggle like Job. “I cry out to you, God, but you do not answer; 

I stand up, but you merely look at me” (Job 30:20 niv). But in the end, faith 

recognizes that God is wiser than we are and that He is outside of time. He 

sees the whole picture and is doing something bigger than we can imagine. 

As we acknowledge Him, trust Him, and lean not on our own understand-

ing, He lights the path for us to follow (Proverbs 3:5–6). Abram recognized 

this and trusted God’s faithfulness. As hard as it is at times, so should we. 

Another writer put it this way:

Let us learn this lesson— God never forgets, he cannot forget! He sees the 

end from the beginning; he is in the eternal now. He is from everlasting to 

everlasting. He is not in the flux of time; he is outside it. He does not see 

things as we do. He seems to forget but he does not.1

Like many people, my life has had its ups and downs. Looking back, I 

can now appreciate those lingering seasons of wrestling and waiting, but I’m 

not going to try to sound all superspiritual and say it’s easy. Wrestling and 

waiting are tough! And years of wrestling and waiting will wear a person 
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down. Deep down in the core of my being, I had an intuitive sense of destiny 

for ministry. I knew God had a plan for me and that He always provided, 

yet my endurance was wearing thin. I was weary, and nothing seemed to be 

happening. At times the silence was indeed loud. How much longer, Lord? 

How long?

Struggling to find out what I was to do for the Lord, I even contemplated 

giving up my dreams of ministry and returning to law school, since every 

good Jewish boy (and his mother) knows that they should be either a doctor 

or a lawyer. While those certainly are noble occupations, for me it would not 

be God’s best. Somewhere, beneath the chaos and the silence, I could hear 

His still, small voice wooing me, telling me not to pursue other things— that 

He had a calling on my life and I should stay focused and wait.

God asked Abram to wait. In Genesis 13:14–18, He expanded on His 

promise to Abram. He promised not only land but also to “make [his] seed 

like the dust of the earth so that if one could count the dust of the earth, then 

[his] seed could also be counted” (Genesis 13:16).

Years later, the idea of one heir, let alone children “like the dust of 

the earth,” seemed impossible to Abram and Sarai. Every time they saw 

their aged faces reflected in still waters or polished bronze, the couple was 

reminded that they were well beyond childbearing years.

Fully aware of Abram and Sarai’s fatigue from wrestling and waiting, 

God decided to give Abram a new vision. He took him out of his tent— out 

of his circumstances— and showed him something different. “Look up now, 

at the sky, and count the stars— if you are able to count them,” God said to 

Abram. “So shall your seed be” (Genesis 15:5). This new perspective from 

God renewed Abram’s faith (v. 6) and he believed the promise. This one 

verse is so critical to all of Scripture that, many years later, the apostle Paul, 

whom I like to call Rabbi Paul, established his definition of salvation upon 
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it (Romans 4; Galatians 5). Salvation does not come by the law or works; it 

comes through God’s mercy and faith. God renewed Abram’s faith. Abram 

realized God was in control and there was nothing he could do outside of 

believing God’s promises.

God’s promises are never in doubt. When we endanger God’s promises, 

there will be consequences, but that doesn’t stop God from moving forward 

with His purposes. We can still trust Him when our field of vision is narrow. 

Often our field of vision is limited to “my, me, and mine,” but we need to 

expand it until we can see God using our life in His design. Sometimes when 

things seem impossible, we need to walk “out of our tent” and let God cast 

a new vision for us.

After Abram received that new vision and promise from God, nothing 

appeared to change. The years continued to slip by and no children came to 

him and Sarai . . . not a one. There was just silence. Sarai was still barren, and 

they weren’t getting any younger. Weary of waiting, Abram and Sarai felt 

God had forgotten them and His promise. But then, in His perfect timing, 

God stepped in and did something wonderfully significant. He changed 

their names from Abram to Abraham, from Sarai to Sarah. He added the 

same letter to their names— the Hebrew letter hei (ה). In Jewish thought, the 

letter hei signifies the creative power and potential to conceive children or 

give birth to any promise of God. This single letter was a game changer! It 

was after God added the letter hei to their names that the miracle of con-

ception occurred.

Adding the letter hei to both of their names is also symbolic of the let-

ter of the divine breath (Genesis 2:4) and the letter of the divine promises 

(Psalm 33:6). As a woman in her nineties, Sarah’s womb was dead, and then 

God breathed new life into her just as He breathed the breath of life into 
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Adam. God’s divine breath supernaturally flowed through Sarah, empow-

ering her to give birth to the promised heir.

God still specializes in breathing life into dead situations. Just as He 

breathed into Sarah’s womb, God wants to breathe into you and your poten-

tial, empowering you by His Spirit, so you can birth into reality the promises 

He has placed inside you. You have potential. You have His promises. Now 

let Him breathe on you and give you a new vision and path.

Abraham didn’t know when. He didn’t know how. But he believed and 

trusted. He understood deep in his heart that Adonai (the divine name of 

God often translated as “Lord”) was the God of the How and When. No 

doubt Abraham had to exercise patience before receiving the promise. Yes, 

God had spoken to him, but he also knew the silence and wrestling that 

comes with extended waiting. The Bible tells us that twenty- five years passed 

before his son was finally born (Genesis 12:4; 21:5). Almost three decades 

passed from the time God first called Abram in Haran to the time Isaac 

was born.2 Abraham left Haran when he was seventy- five. When he was one 

hundred, God decided it was time to give him a son with Sarah. Abraham 

surely wandered the land gazing up into the night sky attempting to count 

the thousands upon thousands of visible stars as they sparkled. Perhaps as a 

shooting star glazed across the horizon, he pondered the impossibility of it 

all. In our modern world with billions of city lights, few get a chance to view 

the stars as Abraham did. The stars Abraham looked up at danced against a 

backdrop of pure blackness, making them shimmer like diamonds. Unable 

to count them, Abraham would see with his eyes of faith beyond the magnif-

icent cosmic handiwork to the Creator. How much longer, Lord? How long?

Though Abraham showed impatience at times, he never wavered in his 

trust in God’s promise. “Even when Abram did not see how God could fulfill 
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His gracious promise to him regarding an heir, he trusted the Lord anyway. 

He looked beyond what he could see to what God could see.”3

Testing the Promise

According to Jewish tradition, it was on the Feast of Trumpets (or what most 

know today as Rosh Hashanah) when God supernaturally breathed life into 

Sarah’s womb and Isaac was conceived.4 The Feast of Trumpets is when 

Jewish people observe their new year. It’s a celebration of new beginnings 

and blessings. Several other things are celebrated on that day— including the 

Creation of the world, the Day of Atonement, the day Joseph was released 

from prison and promoted to the palace, and the day Israel’s servitude in 

Egypt stopped.

One of the primary Scripture readings on Rosh Hashanah is the binding 

of Isaac in Genesis 22. Why? Because the event is that critical. After all those 

years of Abraham waiting for his promised son, the Lord tested Abraham by 

commanding him to offer Isaac as a sacrifice on a mountain in the land of 

Moriah. What is so incredible to me is Abraham doesn’t hesitate! Of course, 

Abraham had human feelings just like all of us, so I can’t imagine that there 

were no internal struggles going on. I’ll never forget the time my firstborn 

son was sick and had a seizure. Right in front of me, he turned blue and 

started foaming at the mouth. After calling 911, I dropped to my hands and 

knees and cried out for God to spare his life. Sacrificing my son as Abraham 

was commanded to do is inconceivable to me, yet he obeyed! He didn’t ask 

God for an explanation. Abraham obediently set off with his son to do what 

God told him to do.

Even when Isaac noticed they had everything necessary to make a burnt 
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offering except for the actual offering, Abraham reassured his son, “God 

will provide for Himself the lamb for a burnt offering” (vv. 7–8 nkjv). Once 

again, we find Abraham not evading his son’s question but completely trust-

ing God. He made a statement of faith. He didn’t know how, and he didn’t 

know when, but Abraham knew God would provide. He was prepared to 

offer up what must have been the dearest, most precious thing in his life 

for God.

Abraham bound Isaac upon the altar and drew back to offer his beloved 

son to the Lord. At the last moment, though, before the knife plunged down, 

an angel called out and stayed his hand. Abraham looked up and saw a ram 

caught in the thicket by its horns. God, who is all knowing, had already 

provided a ram. God had seen Abraham’s character and trust. After offering 

the ram in place of Isaac, Abraham named that place “Adonai Yireh,— as it 

is said today, ‘On the mountain, Adonai will provide’ ” (v. 14).

Abraham’s faith led him to accept what was beyond understanding. He 

obeyed without questioning; his faith was built on God’s promises and pro-

vision. Author and rabbi Russell Resnik wrote,

The call of faith is often— perhaps always— demanding. To respond, 

we must leave behind all that is comfortable and follow the Lord into 

unknown territory. And the journey of faith does not end with this initial 

call. We must walk by faith, not only at the beginning of the journey, but 

throughout. We will have to resist lots of chances of turning back.5

All of us have a choice to make. We can choose to follow God like 

Abraham did, to trust Him completely, believing His promises, or we can 

turn back. When my son had his seizure, I almost turned back. Instead, by 

God’s grace, I was empowered to trust in the time of testing. God tested 
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Abraham ten times6 throughout Scripture’s recordings of his life. Each time, 

Abraham chose to trust and obey. Likewise, it is important for us as believers 

in Yeshua to understand that encountering trials doesn’t necessarily mean 

we have lost our way or our calling. It could mean we are exactly where 

we are supposed to be. The presence of pain, struggle, and waiting does 

not equate to the absence of God, though it often feels like it. Even amid 

unthinkable trials, we can still choose to be people of incredible faith, led 

by God the Father as Abraham was. We must all remember Hebrews 11:6, 

which says, “Without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes 

to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who dil-

igently seek Him” (nkjv). The first reward is Himself, His presence in our 

lives. The choice is yours.

Abram and His Sojourning Faith

By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to a place he was to 

receive as an inheritance. He went out, not knowing where he was going. 

By faith he migrated to the land of promise as if it were foreign, dwelling 

in tents with Isaac and Jacob— fellow heirs of the same promise. For he was 

waiting for the city that has foundations, whose architect and builder is 

God. (Hebrews 11:8–10)

When Abram left Ur and then Haran, there was no set plan except obe-

dience. He had no idea where he was going. God said to get up and get 

moving, and he went! This was no small ordeal. It wasn’t like Abram was a 

lone drifter who could just exit town riding on a horse or a Harley into the 

sunset. He had to pull up his roots— everything he’d spent years developing 
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and growing, his security and provision. Simply put, despite the uncertainty 

and discomfort, he did what God told him to do. This is sojourning faith.

Sojourning Faith Is Willing to Move 
Forward Without All the Details

When God says to go, He usually doesn’t lay out all the specifics. Rather, 

He gives just enough information for us to take the next step in faith. Because 

of our fear of the unknown, however, we plead with God to give us all the 

answers before moving forward. We want to know. When He doesn’t oblige 

us, we stiffen our necks (become stubborn) instead of trusting Him for the 

supernatural. When this happens, our relationship with God gets stuck. Like 

boots deeply entrenched in mire, the longer we stay stuck, the harder it is to 

get moving again.

Sojourners like Abraham, on the other hand, are quick to act, even if 

obedience means waiting. That sounds like a paradox, but waiting can be 

an active state too. Either way, sojourners are moving in faith saying, “Your 

kingdom come. Your will be done” (Matthew 6:10 nasb).

The Hebrew phrase Na’ashe V’nishmah means “you will do and under-

stand.” We need to be willing to do and go! Whether it was leaving his 

homeland or making a sacrifice, Abraham did not delay. Scripture tells us 

that he “rose up early in the morning” to build an altar on which to offer 

Isaac (Genesis 22:3 kjv). If God said to me, “Offer your son,” I might delay 

it a little bit. Not Abraham. One might think that he would have been slow 

to obey since pain and sacrifice were involved. Yet Abraham responded 

quickly, and God noted his obedience.

Abraham “awoke,” then, according to Rabbi Kook, a highly respected 

Jewish scholar, he slept during the night. “Evidently, Avraham slept soundly 
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the night before the Akeidah [the binding of Isaac]. The peace of mind of this 

holy soul, of the holy father, the mighty native, did not cease.”7

He didn’t spend the wee hours pacing back and forth trying to bargain 

with God. Knowing that he was called to sacrifice his son didn’t disturb his 

sleep. It is this kind of calmness in faith that sets him apart from others.

The Talmud states that one must praise Hashem [God] for the bad things 

as well as the good things. It further requires that this praise be with “sim-

chah”; Rashi [medieval French rabbi] points out in this case “simchah” 

doesn’t mean joy, but with a “perfect heart” (i.e., with acceptance that 

whatever G- d does is just, even though it may be very distressing and 

appear to us to be unjust). Equanimity is not easily achieved. We welcome 

pleasant things, but are upset when our wishes are denied or frustrated. 

Personal losses (whether personal or material) cause us to be depressed. 

We may think that it is beyond possibility for a person to have the same 

reaction to adversity that he does when his fondest wishes are fulfilled. For 

Abraham, there was only one reason for existence— to do the will of G- d.8

When we fail to act on what we know we are being asked to do, our 

faith becomes lukewarm. What does one do when lukewarm or cold? Get 

in motion. Movement generates body heat. If you want to stay spiritually 

hot, stay in motion!

Sojourning Faith Serves God with Equanimity

Abraham also served God with equanimity. That’s a curious word that 

connotes mental calmness, composure, and evenness of temper, especially 

in difficult situations. It’s the type of faith that allows us to keep our peace 
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even when unforeseen storms of life suddenly appear, threatening to blow 

us away. Yeshua was the absolute essence of equanimity:

He got into the boat and his disciples followed him. Suddenly a furious 

storm came up on the lake, so that the waves swept over the boat. But 

Jesus was sleeping. The disciples went and woke him, saying, “Lord, save 

us! We’re going to drown!”

He replied, “You of little faith, why are you so afraid?” Then he got up 

and rebuked the winds and the waves, and it was completely calm.

The men were amazed and asked, “What kind of man is this? Even 

the winds and the waves obey him!” (Matthew 8:23–27 niv)

Equanimity is rooted in a deep faith that calmly rises above the storms 

of life and even commands them to be still. Though the waves of our cir-

cumstances are beating on our boat, Yeshua called us to rest. Like Yeshua 

sleeping on the stormy lake, Abraham could sleep through the night before 

taking Isaac up the mountain because he knew who was in control of his cir-

cumstances. This is sojourning faith. “Rest in the Lord,” wrote the psalmist, 

“and wait patiently for Him” (Psalm 37:7 kjv).

Sojourning Faith Always Looks Up

Early the next morning Abraham got up and loaded his donkey. He took 

with him two of his servants and his son Isaac. When he had cut enough 

wood for the burnt offering, he set out for the place God had told him 

about. On the third day Abraham looked up and saw the place in the dis-

tance. He said to his servants, “Stay here with the donkey while I and the 

boy go over there. We will worship and then we will come back to you.” 

(Genesis 22:3–5 niv, emphasis added)
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Abraham lived a life of firmly looking up and onward. No time for dis-

tractions. No time for gazing to the right or left. With blinders on his eyes 

and a guard on his heart, Abraham’s face was set like flint on his divine 

assignment and on the God who always provides. The word “distance” in 

this verse implies looking forward to the future. So often we live our lives 

staring in the rearview mirror. Obsession with our past (both good and bad 

things) distracts us from focusing ahead, causing us to veer off course and 

swerve out of our assigned lanes. That’s why getting us to focus on our past 

is one of the Enemy’s favorite tactics.

Sojourners live in a fresh, synergetic daily relationship with God as they 

travel through life dependent on Him as their ultimate, ever- present source 

for life.

Award- wining author and songwriter David M. Edwards wrote, “Too 

many times we have relied on yesterday’s manna to nourish us today, tomor-

row, and the rest of the week. God rebuked Israel for trying to stockpile 

manna! They were not supposed to live on yesterday’s provision, yesterday’s 

manifestation, yesterday’s visitation. Don’t be satisfied with what happened 

yesterday.”9 And don’t get stuck back there either. God made a way for you 

to get unstuck and move forward with true life. A person who keeps looking 

back is not fit for the Kingdom (Luke 9:62). That’s why the apostle and rabbi 

Paul told us: “Forgetting those things which are behind and reaching for-

ward to those things which are ahead, I press toward the goal for the prize of 

the upward call of God in Christ Jesus” (Philippians 3:13–14, paraphrased).

Abraham did not look back; instead he looked up. Genesis 22:4 tells us 

a time when he did this: “On the third day Abraham looked up” (niv). In 

Jewish tradition the third day is seen as a day of transformation and insight. 

God created the trees and they sprouted on the third day of Creation. On 

the third day God provided the lamb to spare Isaac’s life. God came down 
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and met Israel at Sinai on the third day. Jonah was spit out from the whale 

on the third day. Yeshua rose from the dead on the third day.

In the account of Creation, the third day is called “doubly blessed.” A 

careful reading of Genesis 1:9–13 (the third day of Creation) reveals that 

it is the day of double blessing— twice during that day, God pronounces it 

“good.” For much of Jewish history, the third day of the week (Tuesday) was 

considered an especially auspicious day for weddings. This was so because 

on the third day of Creation, the phrase “and God saw that it was good” 

appears twice (Genesis 1:10, 12).

When we look to the Lamb of God on the cross who rose on the third 

day, we are looking up. Yeshua was compared to the bronze serpent on the 

pole that Moses was instructed to build to cure the people from poisonous 

snakebites. When they looked upon it, they were healed. It was a look of 

faith. They had to look up (Numbers 21; John 3:14).

Sojourning Faith Never Goes It Alone

Abraham took the wood for the burnt offering and placed it on his son 

Isaac, and he himself carried the fire and the knife. As the two of them 

went on together, Isaac spoke up and said to his father Abraham, “Father?”

“Yes, my son?” Abraham replied.

“The fire and wood are here,” Isaac said, “but where is the lamb for 

the burnt offering?”

Abraham answered, “God himself will provide the lamb for the 

burnt offering, my son.” And the two of them went on together. (Genesis 

22:6–8 niv)

Let’s give Isaac some credit; he suspected what this meant. No lamb 
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meant something was up. And if he had any doubt, it was confirmed when 

he was bound and laid on the altar. Isaac was not a child at this time as 

many have believed. According to Jewish tradition, he was a man in his 

thirties and could have easily resisted his father who was well into his second 

century of life by then. But he had the faith to trust both his earthly and 

heavenly fathers. When Scripture says the two went on together, the Hebrew 

text implies they were in unity— one heart and one mind.

How can two walk together unless they are agreed (Amos 3:3)? We can-

not walk out our faith alone. We cannot fulfill our destiny by ourselves. Two 

are better than one! We must walk together or else we will waver, backslide, 

and drift from our faith. We are not created to be Lone Rangers! We were 

created for community and for a team. One stick is easy to break, but a 

bundle of sticks tied together is nearly impossible.

Sojourning Faith Trusts God to Provide

Abraham looked up and there in a thicket he saw a ram caught by its horns. 

He went over and took the ram and sacrificed it as a burnt offering instead 

of his son. So Abraham called that place The Lord Will Provide. And 

to this day it is said, “On the mountain of the Lord it will be provided.” 

(Genesis 22:13–14 niv)

Sojourning faith is being willing to put everything upon the altar 

because we trust God to provide. Genuine faith always trusts God to pro-

vide. But how was it possible for Abraham to have that type of trust? He 

understood that

1. God loved him more than Abraham loved himself;
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2. God knew what was best for him, better than he did; and

3. God is good and is faithful to His promises.

By faith, when God tested him, Abraham offered Isaac as a sacrifice. 

The man who embraced and believed God’s promises was about to sacrifice 

his only son— the promised son. At some point Abraham must have felt his 

son was going to die. Yet he had enough faith to reason that God could raise 

Isaac from the dead.

Just as He breathes life into dead situations, the God Who Sees is in the 

business of resurrecting dead things to keep His promises. Is there some-

thing you need to put on the altar and trust God with? Is there something 

you are holding back? If you put whatever it is on the altar, by faith, God 

will either raise it back up or give you something new and better in return.

A Note from Kathie

Abram, aka Abraham, is listed in Hebrews 11, the Bible’s so- called Hall 

of Faith chapter. He was described as a “friend of God” (James 2:23) 

and without a doubt remains a pivotal and profound character in the 

birth of the Jewish nation and the history of the world.

When God called Abram from the land of Ur, the Scriptures tell us 

that he immediately left everything comfortable, secure, and conve-

nient in his physical life.

Why? Why would he leave everything for such an unknown des-

tination and an unknowable future?

I can only surmise that he experienced an extraordinary encoun-

ter with the living God that left him convinced he had to follow Him.
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I’m no Abram, but I, too, experienced such an encounter when I 

was a twelve- year- old and knew without a doubt in my young mind 

that I had to follow Jesus. No “if nots” or “maybes.”
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Entwined with Abraham’s story is that of his wife, half sister, and matri-

arch of the Jewish people, Sarai (Genesis 11:29; 20:12). Strong, beautiful, 

independent, and resourceful, she trekked alongside her husband from the 

beginning when they packed up all their earthly belongings and left Ur 

without an inkling of where they would end up. Sarah heard the promises 

to Abraham of land, blessing, and an heir. She, too, trusted in God’s faith-

fulness to guide and sustain them along the arduous journey, ultimately 

fulfilling His promises.

At birth she was given the name Sarai, which in Hebrew means “prin-

cess” or “noblewoman.” Perhaps her parents foresaw what she would become, 

or it was an indication of her family lineage. When God instructed Abraham 

to change her name to Sarah, He honored her by calling her “the mother 

of nations,” saying that kings would come from her (Genesis 17:15–16). Just 

like Abraham, Sarah had her struggles, but also like Abraham, she showed 

GodoftheWay_1P.indd   23GodoftheWay_1P.indd   23 3/25/22   8:54 AM3/25/22   8:54 AM



T H E  G O D  O F  T H E  W A Y

24

resilience and faith under pressure. Sarah understood all too well that 

women her age could not bear children. Still, she believed God.

Laughing at God’s Promises or with Them

Genesis 18:1 says, “Adonai appeared to [Abraham] at Mamre’s large trees 

while he was sitting in the entrance of his tent during the heat of the day.” 

When Abraham looked up, he saw three men. Immediately he ran from the 

tent and bowed. Abraham then showed these three men loving hospitality. 

Then, Genesis 18:10 tells us, “[The Lord] said, ‘I will surely return to you at 

this time next year; and behold, Sarah your wife will have a son.’ And Sarah 

was listening at the tent door, which was behind him” (nasb).

Sarah heard the promise, and what did she do? She laughed. In the 

beginning it was a laugh of skepticism, and God checked her. “The Lord 

said to Abraham, ‘Why did Sarah laugh, saying, ‘Shall I indeed bear a child, 

when I am so old?’ Is anything too difficult for the Lord?” (Genesis 18:13–14 

nasb). In the end, however, it became a laugh of faith and thanksgiving.

You may be snickering yourself. What promises has God made to you 

that caused you to laugh? If we are honest, many of us are guilty of laughing 

skeptically at some of the promises God has given us.

We either laugh at the promises of God, in which case we hinder them 

from coming to pass, or we laugh with them. Ultimately Sarah named her 

son Yishaq (Isaac), which comes from the Hebrew word “to laugh.” She said, 

“Everyone who hears will laugh with me” (Genesis 21:6). And she rejoiced.

Are you laughing at God and His promises, or are you laughing with 

Him? That is the question we all must ask ourselves. Just as Noah had faith 

to build an ark when the world around him was scoffing and laughing, 
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Abraham and Sarah had faith to believe that “with God all things are 

possible” (Mark 10:27 kjv).

For me, the promise “with God all things are possible” is personal. 

When my parents were finding no success at starting a family, the doc-

tors told them my mother was barren. As you can imagine, this news was 

devastating, yet my parents knew they served a living God. One night my 

mother had a prophetic God- dream. In the dream, her father, who had long 

since passed, appeared to her and told her that everything was going to be 

all right, that she was going to conceive a son. Within a few months, she was 

pregnant with me! When I consider the story, I realize that my life is not my 

own. I was conceived for a divine purpose. So were you.

Weariness Is No Laughing Matter

Even though Sarah had great faith, she had grown weary of waiting on God’s 

timing. Many years before the Lord’s final promise to breathe life into Sarah’s 

womb and provide a son within the year, Sarah’s growing impatience had 

led her to devise a scheme to help God out. Charging ahead independently 

without seeking His will, she decided to give her maidservant, Hagar, to 

Abraham to jump- start the process (Genesis 16:1–4).

Note to self: trying to help God out almost always get us into trouble!

Sometimes when we grow impatient, it’s because we don’t understand 

God’s hidden hand. Though it appears at times that He’s not working, He is. 

Consider what Daniel learned in a vision from God in Daniel 10. After three 

weeks of fasting, praying, and receiving no answer from God, the prophet 

who’d been miraculously delivered from a den of hungry lions must have 
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been incredibly frustrated. But in verse 10, the hand of an angel touched 

Daniel and said,

Don’t be afraid, Daniel! For from the first day that you set your heart to 

understand and to humble yourself before your God, your words were 

heard. I have come because of your words. However, the prince of the 

kingdom of Persia resisted me for 21 days, but behold Michael, one of the 

chief princes, came to help me because I had been detained there with the 

kings of Persia. Now I have come to explain to you what will happen to 

your people in the future days. For the vision concerns days yet to come. 

(Daniel 10:12–14)

Here again, we find God’s hidden hand. Often we pray and wonder why 

God doesn’t answer immediately. When He doesn’t, we tend to give up and 

say things like, “What’s the use in praying? God’s not listening.” If we don’t 

say it, we surely think it at times. Does God answer prayer immediately? 

Absolutely! Yet, like what happened to Daniel, the answers to our prayers 

are frequently delayed for good reasons we are not aware of. In Sarah and 

Abraham’s life, God spoke, but it took twenty- five years for the answer to 

come, not just twenty- one days as it did with Daniel.

Despite her weariness and impatience, Sarah is in the great Hall of Faith 

listed in the New Testament book of Hebrews. “By faith even Sarah herself 

received ability to conceive when she was barren and past the age, since she 

considered the One who had made the promise to be faithful” (Hebrews 

11:11). Sarah’s faith conquered the impossibility of barrenness. She didn’t 

know how God would provide, and she didn’t know when, but by faith she 

conceived in her old age. By faith she trusted God’s hidden hand. We need 
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that same kind of faith. Remember, “What is impossible with men,” said 

Yeshua, “is possible with God” (Luke 18:27).

Rabbi Paul gives us more insight. Romans 4:19–22 in the Tree of Life 

version of the Bible says,

Without becoming weak in faith, he considered his own body— as good 

as dead, since he was already a hundred years old— and the deadness of 

Sarah’s womb. Yet he did not waver in unbelief concerning the promise 

of God. Rather, he was strengthened in faith, giving glory to God. He was 

fully convinced that what God has promised, He also is able to do. That is 

why “it was credited to him as righteousness.”

Despite moments of failure in their lives, Abraham and Sarah believed 

in God. They didn’t give up despite the improbability of the promise in 

human understanding. They were strengthened in faith. Sarah’s faith gave 

her strength as Abraham’s faith did the same for him.

Sarah was weary from waiting, which we can fully understand; we can 

become weary from waiting on God as well. Next to suffering, however, 

we learn more from waiting than anything else. We grow as we trust. We 

understand that, even in the darkest places, we can see Yeshua. As we learn 

more about God and His Word, we realize there are no broken promises in 

the Bible. Therefore, since we trust Him completely, we wait.

South African writer, teacher, and Christian pastor Andrew Murray 

wrote,

Patient waiting upon God brings a rich reward; the deliverance is sure; 

God Himself will put a new song into your mouth. O soul! be not impa-

tient, whether it be in the exercise of prayer and worship that you find it 
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difficult to wait, or in the delay in respect of definite requests, or in the ful-

filling of your heart’s desire for the revelation of God Himself in a deeper 

spiritual life- fear not, but rest in the Lord, and wait patiently for Him.1

Sarah received a rich reward. God gave her a son, the heir, a forerunner 

of the Messiah. What reward awaits you as you wait upon the Lord? My 

friend, don’t grow weary of waiting. Grow more in Him— who He is, His 

rich provision, and His love for you.

Sarah’s Outer and Inner Beauty

Sarah was one of the most beautiful women in the Scriptures. Genesis 12:11 

spoke of her “beautiful appearance” (ylt) and she is also described as “very 

beautiful” (v. 14 nlt).

The Torah, according to the rabbis, pays tribute to her beauty when it 

says, “The life of Sarah was one hundred years and twenty years and seven 

years” (Genesis 23:1).2 The sages, commenting on the unusual way in which 

the years of Sarah’s life were written, state, “Sinless when she was one hun-

dred as when she was twenty [meaning purity] and as beautiful when she 

was twenty as when she was seven.”3

Sarah’s beauty and the number of years she lived connect to the beau-

tiful Queen Esther. Sarah lived 127 years, and Queen Esther ruled over 127 

provinces with King Xerxes (Esther 1:1). The life stories of Sarah and Esther 

remind us that beauty is our birthright! God does not do ugly. He not only 

created the world and said it was “good,” He created it beautiful! For many 

years I had an office in Malibu. Driving through Malibu Canyon and along 

the Pacific Coast Highway, where the jagged cliffs met the crashing waves, 
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always put a smile on my face. It is breathtaking at times. The overwhelming 

awe of creation draws us to Adonai because it’s a reflection of Himself. We 

must not underestimate or undervalue the significance of beauty!

The Lord is not coming back for an ugly bride but for a beautiful one 

made in His image. One of the reasons people are not attracted to believers 

and the church is because we often lack beauty on a myriad of levels. But 

God promises to give us beauty for ashes (Isaiah 61:3). And this is what we 

see in both Sarah and Esther!

Today, our celebrity- crazed, social- media culture celebrates external 

beauty. Men and women flaunt themselves to be noticed and make a name 

for themselves. This is completely opposite of Sarah and Esther. Esther 

embodied the Hebrew concept, “The true honor of the princess is within.”4 

The word for “within,” penimah, is the same as pnimiyut, one’s inner spiri-

tual makeup. Esther’s name alludes to the truth that the true essence of 

beauty is more than skin deep. It comes from within— that inner, hidden 

place.

Esther, like Sarah, was even more beautiful on the inside than on the 

outside. There was an inner beauty radiating from Esther that, when coupled 

with her outer appearance, made her the desire of the king in the same 

way Sarah was desirable to the king of Egypt and Gerar. This kind of inner 

beauty is underscored by the apostle Peter’s words in the New Testament:

Your beauty should not come from outward adornment, such as elaborate 

hairstyles and the wearing of gold jewelry or fine clothes. Rather, it should 

be that of your inner self, the unfading beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, 

which is of great worth in God’s sight. For this is the way the holy women 

of the past who put their hope in God used to adorn themselves. (1 Peter 

3:3–5 niv)
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God wants you to realize the beauty that is your birthright and that you 

are as lovely as Sarah and Esther. He wants you to radiate with beauty from 

the inside out. Quiet confidence and peace set us apart from the world and 

come from His presence living within us.

Spiritual Beauty

In addition to Sarah’s and Esther’s inner and outer beauty, they had a spiri-

tual beauty. In Jewish tradition there were seven great women prophets.5 The 

first was Sarah, as God bore witness to when he told Abraham, “Do what-

ever Sarah tells you” (Genesis 21:12 esv). Elaborating further, the Talmud 

states, “Who were the seven prophetesses? The Gemara (part of the Talmud) 

answers: Sarah, Miriam, Deborah, Hannah, Abigail, Huldah, and Esther.”6

God has blessed women in general with a greater spiritual sensitiv-

ity and discernment. This is alluded to in the Creation account. Man and 

woman are both created in God’s image. But while God creates man, He 

builds the woman (Genesis 2:22). The Hebrew word for “build” is banah, 

which shares the same letters as binah, meaning “discernment” or “intui-

tion.” By God’s divine design, women were fashioned to have a heightened 

level of spiritual and emotional insight, understanding, and discernment. 

There actually is such a thing as women’s intuition! It is for this reason that 

traditional Judaism believes that generally the matriarchs were greater than 

the patriarchs in matters of prophecy. When women are not respected, and 

their voices not valued, it not only dishonors and displeases the Lord, but it 

is to the detriment of family and the church.

God wants to beautify His bride from the inside out.
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The Connection Between Beauty and Joy

There is a connection between beauty and joy. Poet John Keats wrote,

A thing of beauty is a joy forever,

its loveliness increases, it will never

Pass into nothingness, but still will keep

A bower quiet for us, and a sleep,

Full of sweet dreams and health and quiet breathing.7

A key part of God’s beauty is to give us a radiant joy that rises from 

within our core, despite our outward circumstance. We can find this con-

cept in the book of Esther:

Mordecai went out from the king’s presence in blue and white royal robes, 

with a large gold crown, and also a purple robe of fine linen. The city of 

Shushan shouted and rejoiced. For the Jews there was light and gladness, 

joy and honor. Throughout every province and throughout every city, 

wherever the king’s edict and his law went, the Jews had gladness and joy, 

banquets and holidays. Many peoples of the land became Jews, because 

the fear of the Jews had overcome them. (Esther 8:15–17, emphasis added)

If we want to be light and attractive and beautiful, then we must live 

our lives with a contagious, infectious joy. There are those who illuminate 

the spaces they enter. Rooms light up with their presence as their joy and 

laughter shift the atmosphere. Then there are those who emit gloom and 

heaviness from all the baggage they are lugging. Like a thick blanket, it 
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weighs down the atmosphere and those around. Which person are you going 

to be? One of light and joy, or gloom and heaviness? We have a choice. 

Sarah needed to wait, but her waiting led to blessing, and she named her 

son Isaac— “Laughter.” Though she experienced weariness and impatience, 

by faith she ultimately shed the blanket of heaviness and let the joy within 

her rise.

We are called to carry the Kingdom, and the Kingdom that Yeshua came 

to bring is joyous. Rabbi Paul wrote, “For the kingdom of God is not about 

eating and drinking, but righteousness and shalom and joy in the Ruach 

ha- Kodesh [Spirit of God]” (Romans 14:17).

Joy and silliness are signs that the Spirit of God and His Kingdom is 

in our midst! You cannot be fully filled with the Spirit and live continually 

from a place of sadness. It’s the fullness of the Spirit that brings the fullness 

of joy!

And from where does this joy come? From the Holy Spirit. “The disciples 

were filled with joy and with the Holy Spirit” (Acts 13:52 niv, emphasis 

added). Although at this time, Paul and Barnabas and the disciples at 

Antioch were experiencing severe persecution and hardship, through the 

Holy Spirit of Yeshua inside them, their sadness was changed to joy— from 

fear into faith.

Although Sarah had a significant amount of difficulty in her life, she 

was able to accept everything that happened with joy because of her ultimate 

belief in God’s goodness and sovereignty. The apostle and rabbi Paul, who 

suffered greatly for the sake of Messiah, also knew this secret; for true joy 

is based on the belief that “in all things God works for the good of those 

who love him, who have been called according to his purpose” (Romans 

8:28 niv). If we really believe this like Sarah and Paul did, we will also live a 
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positive, joyous, faith- filled life worth emulating. Then it will be said of us 

as it was of Sarah, “that all our years were equal in goodness.”8

A Note from Kathie

Even though Scripture tells us that Sarah was extremely beautiful, so 

desirable that even the king coveted her, she traveled alongside her 

husband on this epic journey with her shame of infertility.

She heard the promise God made to Abram to make him the 

father of a great nation, yet she laughed at the improbability of such a 

notion. It didn’t matter that she was still extraordinarily beautiful. She 

was still barren and way past her childbearing years.

Sarah became impatient with God. Haven’t we all? And she made 

a foolish choice because of her frustrated desires to become a mother. 

It almost ended in tragedy, but Adonai intervened as He always does 

and brought beauty from the ashes of her mistakes.

One thousand years after Abraham and Sarah welcomed the 

promised son, Isaac, God called a different man to deliver God’s 

people, now called the Hebrews, from the suffering of slavery under 

the Pharaoh of Egypt.
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Rabbi Jason

In my book Mysteries of the Messiah, I wrote about another critical figure 

in Israel’s history:

Moses, the greatest prophet of the Hebrew Bible and central figure in 

Judaism, was used by God not only to free Israel from slavery to the great-

est superpower of its day but also to give the Ten Commandments and the 

Torah to the Hebrew people. No leader or prophet is as loved and revered 

by the Jewish people as Moses.1

As He did with Abraham and Sarah, God asked Moses to step out in 

faith and trust Him with a tremendous challenge. Though sometimes with 

hesitation, Moses obeyed and moved out into God’s will and way. He often 

didn’t know the how— How are we all going to cross this sea? How will I feed 

all these people? How will we get water? And he often didn’t know when— 

When will Pharaoh let us go and release the people from slavery? When will 
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we get to the Promised Land? But it was the not knowing that led him to 

trust God.

“I Am Not the Man You Need Me to Be”

Now Moses was tending the flock of his father- in- law Jethro, the priest of 

Midian. So he led the flock to the farthest end of the wilderness, coming to 

the mountain of God, Horeb. Then the angel of Adonai appeared to him 

in a flame of fire from within a bush. So he looked and saw the bush burn-

ing with fire, yet it was not consumed. Moses thought, “I will go now, and 

see this great sight. Why is the bush not burnt?” (Exodus 3:1–3)

Can you imagine this scene? Moses was quietly tending his father- in- 

law’s sheep on a typical sunny and warm day. Then “an angel of Adonai” 

appeared to him in a bush that was on fire but not consumed. An angel 

would have been different enough, but a bush that burns without burning 

up? That would be something to change the course of your day.

In Southern California, where I live, we often have horrific fires. These 

are not merely forest fires; they’re often called firestorms. The flames roar 

through mountainous terrain fueled by extremely dry and thick under-

brush. As the raging fires burn out of control, they consume the area and 

everything in their path— homes, cars, in some cases, entire communities. 

That’s not what Moses experienced.

This thornbush kept burning, yet stayed perfectly intact. By appearing 

in this unusual thornbush, God told Israel that He had heard their cries 

and identified with their suffering. When Moses shared this reality with 

his enslaved brothers and sisters, they were overwhelmed (Exodus 4:30–31).
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About fifteen hundred years later, thorns would be used once again with 

a prophet greater than Moses (Deuteronomy 18:18)— with the Messiah— for 

an even greater exodus. As you will recall, in the person of Yeshua, the Lord 

had a crown of thorns placed upon His head right before He died as the 

Passover Lamb (Matthew 27:29). He did this to demonstrate how much He 

was willing to identify with us and feel human pain so He could set us free 

from the slavery caused by sin and death. The crown of thorns on Yeshua’s 

head, and the cross in general, declares loudly that the Lord loves and cares 

for you and was willing to feel your pain.

After hearing what God asked him to do, “Moses said to God, ‘Who am 

I, that I should go to Pharaoh, and bring Bnei- Yisrael [Children of Israel] out 

of Egypt?’ ” (Exodus 3:11). Through most of the remainder of Exodus chap-

ter 3, God gave Moses reassurance and further detailed what He wanted him 

to do. Moses wasn’t convinced. Then, in chapter 4, Moses said, “But look, 

they will not believe me or listen to my voice. They will say, ‘Adonai has not 

appeared to you’ ” (v. 1).

As the story unfolds in chapter 4, God showed Moses great wonders and 

signs. After seeing a bush that didn’t burn up, Moses still had apprehension 

and questioned God. So, God had Moses’ hand turn leprous, then back to 

normal. Next, Moses watched his shepherd’s staff become a snake, then turn 

back to his original staff.

God was trying to help Moses do what He had called him to do. We can’t 

be too critical of this great man of God because we, too, often hear God’s 

calling and make excuses. We don’t move on to what God has for us. We 

don’t see the greater purpose. God didn’t need Moses, but He wanted Moses 

to see that he needed God. It was better for Moses to feel distressed with God 

than be comfortable in Midian.

Moses offered many excuses. One was about his identity. God asked 
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him to throw down his own identity (the shepherd’s staff) and pick up a 

snake (4:3). He wanted Moses to recognize his real identity. It was not as a 

shepherd, but as a son— not a son of king Pharaoh, but a son of Adonai, the 

One True God.

Moses’ insecurity was another issue. He likely felt he was too old for such 

a mission. So God healed his hands to show Moses how He can overcome 

and heal anything, even the dreaded disease of leprosy (vv. 6–7). Why would 

age be a problem when God would be his source of strength to accomplish 

his assignment?

Moses also felt he was inadequate, that he didn’t possess the speaking 

skills needed to confront the world’s most powerful man (v. 10). Moses for-

got who gave him his voice and had to realize that excuses don’t make sense 

to the Creator of everything. God delights in using our weaknesses. He can 

use us when we are not educated or trained. He can use us when we are 

afraid. But God cannot use us when we don’t believe Him. If God says we 

can, we can. We need to get our focus off what we are or are not and onto 

who He is.

Moses became stubborn (v. 13). If you want to make God angry, just keep 

stubbornly believing that He cannot do great things through you. Every one 

of us is alive because God has something for us to do that is far better than 

any plans we could come up with ourselves. Like Moses, we need to submit 

to God, step out in faith, take one step at a time— without overthinking or 

paying attention to people— and trust Him.

But there’s more! God wasn’t angry with Moses because of his weak-

nesses and flaws. It was Moses’ unbelief that concerned God. “Without 

faith,” penned Rabbi Paul, “it is impossible to please Him [God]” (Hebrews 

11:6 nasb). “Impossible” is a strong word, but it’s clear- cut. Faith pleases 

God. Unbelief doesn’t. Pretty simple. That’s because unbelief leads to 
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disobedience. Instead of submitting to what God called us to do and relying 

on Him for strength and wisdom, we argue and stubbornly dig in our heels. 

When we do, we cheat ourselves and live below our potential.

Moses finally agreed to go to Pharaoh and plead for the people’s release. 

While he wavered, he did obey what God called him to do. By God’s power, 

he performed many miracles. Pharaoh’s heart was hard, so God sent plagues 

to convince him to let His people go. Pharaoh eventually relented only to 

change his mind and pursue the Children of Israel to the edge of the Red Sea. 

Moses lifted his staff, and God caused the winds to separate the sea, creating 

a dry path to freedom. God’s people walked through to safety. When Moses 

lowered his staff, the waves collapsed, consuming Pharaoh’s chariots. They 

perished in the depths of the waters. And so, Israel continued their journey 

into the heart— and the harshness— of the wilderness (Exodus 5–14).

“I Am the Man Who Trusts You, Lord”

As Moses led the Children of Israel into the wilderness, his trust in the Lord 

evidenced itself in many ways. Desperate for healing after centuries of abuse 

in Egypt, the Children of Israel needed to rebuild their relationship with 

God and with each other. They were not only physically broken from years 

of hard labor and slavery but also spiritually broken from constant exposure 

to Egyptian culture and idol worship.

Moses led the people to Mount Sinai, where God gave them the Ten 

Commandments written with His finger on tablets of stone (Exodus 31:18). 

The Ten Commandments are the foundation of the Torah and historically 

the foundation of Jews, Christians, and most of Western civilization. The 
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Ten Commandments became the first step toward removing the chaos the 

people felt from leaving Egypt.

Moses was the man God entrusted to give the people the Ten 

Commandments. But why did God choose Moses in the first place? Because 

he was humble and a man of faith.

Testing frequently strengthens faith. Severe tests often challenged Moses’ 

faith. He obediently assumed the mission God called him to do, and it tested 

him. Just because God calls and we obey doesn’t guarantee smooth sailing. 

Sometimes the middle of a storm is right in the middle of God’s will. Moses 

faced the hard- hearted Pharaoh, yet his faith remained and was strength-

ened. The people doubted him. They grumbled about food, water, and living 

conditions. Craving to return to the comfort of slavery, they accused Moses 

of bringing them into the wilderness to suffer (Numbers 14:2). Can slavery 

be comfortable? How often do we choose to live in our bondages because 

the journey to freedom is too uncomfortable? Despite the people’s rebellion, 

Moses’ faith remained, bearing the strain of criticism and rejection.

The first time he brought down the Ten Commandments from Mount 

Sinai, he found the people worshiping a golden calf. Horrified and angry, 

Moses slammed down the tablets, shattering them. God told him to go back 

up the mountain so they could talk. Because of his faith and trust in God, 

Moses obeyed, and God wrote the second set of tablets.

Despite his proven faith and trust in God, Moses was still human and 

capable of thinking he knew better than God at times. As the people neared 

the end of their journey, they discovered there was no water at Kadesh in the 

wilderness of Zin. They raised their voices and complained against Moses, 

so the Lord instructed him, “Take the staff and gather the assembly, you 

and your brother Aaron. Speak to the rock before their eyes, and it will give 

out its water. You will bring out water from the rock, and you will give the 
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community something to drink, along with their livestock” (Numbers 20:8). 

Unfortunately Moses’ anger with the whining Hebrews got the best of him, 

and as a result he uncharacteristically deviated from God’s instructions. 

Instead of speaking to the rock, he struck it with his staff. Because of his dis-

obedience, Moses suffered severe consequences (Numbers 20:10–12). Both 

he and Aaron would die on the far side of the Jordan, in the land of Moab, 

having never set foot on the Promised Land.

There are many thoughts about why, at this point, Moses didn’t listen to 

God. One commentator wrote,

Through his subtle disobedience, however, Moses misrepresented God’s 

gracious intentions toward Israel. Perhaps he is thinking of their entire 

history of complaint, and God’s earlier acts of judgment against them. 

Perhaps Moses pictures waters gushing forth from the rock to sweep away 

the worst complainers, just as the Lord had earlier provided so much 

quail meat to those who complained about food that they choked upon 

it (Num. 11).2

Maybe Moses could not fully understand God’s kindness toward a 

rebellious people. In any case, God told Moses, “Because you did not trust 

in Me so as to esteem Me as holy in the eyes of Bnei- Yisrael [Children of 

Israel], therefore you will not bring this assembly into the land that I have 

given to them” (Numbers 20:12).

Moses was the man who had obediently climbed to the heights of Mount 

Sinai and brought down the Ten Commandments. Now he obediently 

climbed to the top of a different mountain, Mount Nebo (Deuteronomy 

32:49), and he looked out upon the land God had promised Abram centuries 

before. He would never taste of its sweet fruit or sleep in the Promised Land’s 
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beauty beneath the stars. Yet God would still reward his faithfulness, for 

Moses would soon wake up in the true Promised Land— heaven!

Scripture does tell us, however, of one occasion when Moses entered the 

land of Canaan— after his death! In Matthew 17 Yeshua took Peter, Jacob, 

and John to a high mountain.3 Yeshua was “transfigured before them; His 

face shone like the sun, and His clothes became as white as light” (v. 2). And 

Scripture tells us there were two witnesses besides the three apostles— Elijah 

and Moses!

Why Moses? Moses was a man of faith. He was arguably the most out-

standing leader in human history, ruling the people in God’s name. The 

Leadership Bible explains, “When God directed him to lead in a difficult 

situation, Moses hesitated before he obeyed— but he did obey. Like Moses, 

all leaders will occasionally face tough challenges and seemingly impossible 

situations. At such times they need to follow Moses’ lead: Assess the situa-

tion, take their fears to God, listen for His response, and then obey.”4 Moses 

didn’t know how, and he didn’t know when. But he asked God questions, 

listened, and obeyed.

On that unknown mountain, Moses’ faith put him in front of the 

Messiah. God allowed him an opportunity to witness the deity of Yeshua 

in His full, radiant display. Moses then knew the full story, witnessing the 

fullness of the Law standing before him.

Finding Your Spiritual Song

Each of us has a unique spiritual song that only we can sing. God has 

planted it inside us, and we need to find it. Often in life it is easy to lose our 

song, to lose ourselves, and to start singing somebody else’s song. A song is 
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something we sing repeatedly, and it becomes a meditation, something that 

is internalized within us. If I were to throw out a few words to a popular 

song, a lot of you could easily complete the lyric because you have recently 

sung it or often heard it. That is the power of song and the power of living 

in harmony with the song that God has created us to sing.

Moses Sings His Song

Moses learned to sing two different songs. Growing up in Pharaoh’s 

house, he learned his first song from his adopted mother. Later Moses would 

learn a song from his biological mother, Jochebed. At some point in his life, 

Moses had to decide which song he was going to sing and to which song he 

would attune his life. If Moses stayed in Pharaoh’s house, he would have lost 

his true song and his true life’s purpose. God didn’t call him to be the prince 

of Egypt but rather a man of faith and the shepherd of Israel.

If we try to sing someone else’s song, it is like being in slavery. We must 

be able to make that transition in our lives and sing the song God created for 

us to sing. But to be able to sing that song takes at least two things: practice 

and preparation.

It took forty years at Pharaoh’s house and another forty years as a shep-

herd before Moses could begin to sing his own song. It took two- thirds of 

his life to prepare him for the final one- third. Friends, if you are in a season 

of preparation, do not get discouraged because it seems to be taking so long. 

Often it takes significant time for God to mold us into the people we need 

to be to be most effective when our moment comes. As the old saying goes, 

practice makes perfect.
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Sharpening Our Axes

In a 1977 interview with Christianity Today, Billy Graham said, “One of 

my great regrets is that I have not studied enough. I wish I had studied more 

and preached less. People have pressured me into speaking to groups when 

I should have been studying and preparing.”5

Will Sweeney, a noted preacher of the first half of the twentieth century, 

felt the same. He said, “God can cut a lot of wood with a dull ax, but He can 

cut a lot more wood with a sharp one! What God and His church need today 

is more sharp axes!”6

The season of preparation is a time for us to sharpen our axes. Even if it 

takes more time to get to the point where you begin to cut down trees, it is 

easier to cut if your ax is sharp. There is less resistance. It goes a lot smoother. 

We need God to sharpen our axes like iron sharpens iron (Proverbs 27:17). 

This is often accomplished through relationships with one another. It’s the 

education we get from having a teachable spirit while going through chal-

lenging life situations.

God prepared Moses in all these ways and gave him a song of faith and 

endurance.

Overcoming Stage Fright

You may have heard the phrase, “Feel the fear and do it anyway.” That 

was Moses. He trusted the God of the here and now and sometimes did it 

afraid; he didn’t let fear paralyze him. Fear can rob us of our ability to go 

out and sing our song. It’s important that we make the decision not to be 

paralyzed by fear of failure, by fear of rejection, or by the fear of looking 

stupid. Fear cannot dominate our lives if we are going to be all God wants 
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us to be. As my friend Shawn Bolz says, we are going to have to risk a little 

holy embarrassment. When you think about it, what do you have to lose?

If we are going to be fearful of anything, it should be fear of coming to 

the end of our lives and thinking, What if? or If only . . . We should not be 

afraid that we tried something and it did not happen. Success is getting up 

one more time. It’s failing forward. Falling builds strength and integrity in 

us. The issue is not falling; it is how we respond when we do, because we 

will fall. Moses fell a couple of times, but he got up and trusted God to move 

ahead.

It’s not only fear that robs us of the ability to sing our song, but also 

depression and discouragement. “The joy of the Lord is your strength,” 

wrote Nehemiah (8:10 niv). Depression is a joy killer that destroys our 

strength. It’s no wonder depression and discouragement are two of the 

Enemy’s favorite weapons against us. I believe most depression is anger 

turned inward. We become angry at our circumstances, angry with God, 

and often we are the angriest with ourselves. When anger turns into self- 

hatred, it kills our joy and our desire to serve Messiah, and it mutes the 

song within us. God made you unique and like no other. He created you for 

good works that He prepared beforehand that you should walk in (Ephesians 

2:10). Don’t allow anger to keep you from singing your song.

Moses chose to sing the song God called him to sing. He faced incredible 

odds and challenges, but, like Messiah, he led his people out of exile. He 

spoke with God, and despite severe challenges, not knowing how or when, 

Moses trusted God.
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A Note from Kathie

The story of the deliverance of the Hebrews from Pharaoh’s ruthless 

hand and the subsequent forty- year journey to the Promised Land is 

perhaps the most famous narrative in the whole Bible, outside of the 

birth and life of the Messiah, Yeshua, many centuries later.

By the time God appeared to Moses at the burning bush and sent 

him off to free the Hebrew slaves, Moses was eighty years old, well 

beyond what anyone today would consider hero material (Exodus 

7:7). In fact, not even Moses thought he was up to the task. When 

God approached him at the burning bush, he was a stuttering, fearful 

shepherd totally convinced that he was not capable of doing what 

God was calling him to do. And yet, when he finally obeyed God’s 

calling, he became one of the greatest heroes in the entire Bible.
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Moses knew that his time to depart this world was drawing near. He wanted to 

make sure his family, the Jewish people, would have a shepherd to guide them 

in spiritual matters and to lead them into the Promised Land. He prayed and 

asked the Lord to “appoint a man over the community to go out and come in 

before them, who will lead them out and bring them out so that the people of 

Adonai will not be like sheep without a shepherd” (Numbers 27:16–17). God 

responded by telling Moses to appoint Joshua, son of Nun (v. 18).

Why was Joshua chosen to lead the Children of Israel in the battles and 

mission to possess the Promised Land? What can we learn from him that 

can help us in our battles to possess our personal promised lands?

How Do You Replace a Legend?

Joshua could not have received a higher honor than to take Moses’ place. But 

Moses was a tough act to follow. He was the greatest prophet and spiritual 
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leader in the Old Testament. God spoke to him face- to- face. The number 

and nature of the miracles that Moses performed were without parallel until 

Yeshua came.

Joshua couldn’t rise to the level of Moses. In the closing line of 

Deuteronomy, Joshua wrote concerning Moses, “There has not risen again 

a prophet in Israel like Moses, whom Adonai knew face- to- face, with all 

the signs and wonders Adonai sent him to do in the land of Egypt— to 

Pharaoh, all his servants, and all his land— by the strong hand and great awe 

that Moses did in the sight of all Israel” (Deuteronomy 34:10–12). Although 

Joshua could not equal Moses in his spiritual stature, he was equal to Moses 

in his zeal for the Lord, zeal for His Word, and zeal to serve.

Joshua’s Zeal for the Lord

“Arise, you and all these people” (Joshua 1:2). If we’re going to accomplish 

anything, the first thing we must do is arise. Joshua’s zeal led him to arise 

and obey the Lord. He didn’t dwell on the circumstances. He didn’t “wait 

and see.” He got up and led the people.

Joshua’s zeal is what singled him out. We can define “zeal” as enthu-

siastic, energetic, and proactive action done in the service of God and 

fulfillment of His Commandments. Merriam- Webster.com defines zeal as 

“a strong feeling of interest and enthusiasm that makes someone very eager 

or determined to do something.”1 In line with this definition, the ancient 

rabbis gave a memorable and vivid description of zeal when they said, “Be 

fierce as a leopard, light as an eagle, swift and as strong as a lion to do the 

will of your Father in Heaven.”2 Zeal is foundational to all leadership and 

greatness for God. It is essential for helping develop the fruit of the Spirit, 
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character traits, and spiritual gifts. As Paul wrote, “eagerly desire spiritual 

gifts” (1 Corinthians 14:1).

Zeal is key to overcoming both laziness and lethargy. Zeal for the Lord 

causes us to go the extra mile and sacrifice our service to the Lord. This type 

of zeal marked the life and ministry of Yeshua, to whom the disciples applied 

the verse, “Zeal for your House will consume Me!” (John 2:17; Psalm 69:10).

Joshua was so zealous for the Lord that he “did not depart from the tab-

ernacle” (Exodus 33:11 nkjv). As a young man, Joshua would remain behind 

in the Tent of Meeting tarrying with the Lord, keeping charge over it, and in 

all probability assisting those who came to seek God whenever Moses was 

away. It’s a bit shocking to think that Joshua, and not Aaron, the high priest, 

or one of the chief priests was charged with this responsibly. It was Joshua’s 

zeal for the Lord that singled him out.

Joshua’s Zeal for God’s Word

Passion for God’s Word consumed Joshua, which translated as a love for 

Adonai Himself. Studying and meditating upon the Torah was his lifeblood. 

Hungry to learn and grow in spiritual wisdom, Joshua’s passion and zeal for 

God’s Word set him apart.

In Jewish tradition, Moses secretly wanted one of his sons to succeed 

him as the next leader of Israel. But according to the rabbis,3 “God said to 

Moses, ‘The one who guards the fig tree eats the fruit.’ Your sons sat idly by 

and did not study the Torah.”4 Joshua was completely different as a leader. 

He engrossed himself in the words of the Torah. One reason Joshua did not 

leave the tent much was that he was busy sitting and studying Torah. He 

didn’t leave what he studied in the tent either. Instead Joshua took it outside 

where he lived among the people. As he prepared to lead the Children of 
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Israel into the Promised Land, the Lord encouraged him to continue in his 

love and devotion for the Word: “This book of the Torah should not depart 

from your mouth— you are to meditate on it day and night, so that you 

may be careful to do everything written in it. For then you will make your 

ways prosperous and then you will be successful” (Joshua 1:8). The Complete 

Jewish Bible renders this verse a bit differently: “Keep this book of the Torah 

on your lips and meditate on it day and night.” Their commentary on the 

passage says,

The phrase “on your lips” refers to the custom of muttering while studying 

or reflecting. The Hebrew word hagah, translated “meditate,” literally 

means to “mutter.” When one continually mutters God’s Word, one is 

constantly thinking about it. Meditation is the practical study of the Torah 

for the purpose of observing it in thought and action, which would be 

followed by blessings.5

God gave this exhortation to Joshua at that moment because leadership 

is often wearisome. Joshua had to make sure that in all his responsibilities 

he never lost his zeal for study and meditation on the Word, for it was vital 

to his success.

Joshua was a true disciple and the example of the disciple par excel-

lence in the Old Testament. Both talmid, the Hebrew word for “disciple,” 

as well as the New Testament Greek word mathetes, are best translated as 

“learner.” Disciples are learners. You can’t be a true intimate lover of God if 

you are not a lover of His Word. Loving and learning go hand in hand. Great 

leaders are great learners. Joshua was a committed learner before becoming 

Israel’s leader. His zeal to learn far surpassed all others, including Moses’ 
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own sons. A passion for learning should always precede the pursuit of lead-

ership. Joshua was the embodiment of this.

Being a learner helped Joshua to trust God in all situations. After assum-

ing leadership from Moses, he most likely stood by the Jordan humbled 

and afraid. Perhaps he doubted that he was the man to lead the nation and 

conquer the land. But he knew the Torah. He learned God’s promises and 

knew the Lord never broke them. He didn’t know how or when God’s plans 

for the Children of Israel would develop, but he learned to trust God in all 

things. His study and meditation on God’s Word took away the how and 

when doubts.

There is another reason the Lord exhorted Joshua more than once to 

meditate on the Torah day and night. God wanted him to grasp that the 

battles, temptations, and tests he faced were never only physical. They were, 

first and foremost, spiritual. God wants us to grasp this too. The ability to 

face spiritual battles is one reason Rabbi Paul referred to the Word of God as 

the sword of the Spirit (Ephesians 6:17). If our sword is not sharp, it’s nearly 

impossible to overcome the spiritual, emotional, and physical attacks we 

face when trying to possess our own personal promised lands. Even Yeshua 

faced trials and temptations in the wilderness. He overcame them by quot-

ing Scripture to Satan, who was trying to lead Him astray (Matthew 4:10). 

We will not have the courage, wisdom, or strength to stand and overcome 

unless we immerse ourselves in Scripture. It is crucial to overcoming and 

succeeding.

A Change of Name

Joshua’s name further exemplifies the truth of being a person of God’s 

Word. At some point around the time when Joshua left with the others to 
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spy out the land of Canaan, Moses had actually changed Joshua’s name 

from Hoshea: “These are the names of the men Moses sent to investigate 

the land. (Now he gave Hoshea son of Nun, the name Joshua.)” (Numbers 

13:16). Moses changed Joshua’s name from Hoshea to Yehoshua by adding 

the Hebrew letter yud (י) to the beginning of his name. Why was this parti-

cular letter added?

The letter yud represents the divine name Jehovah, which in Hebrew 

is spelled yud- hei- vav- hei (יהוה). It is common not to write the full name 

of God out of respect. Instead the four- letter name of God, known as the 

Tetragrammaton (meaning “four letters”), is abbreviated by writing two 

letter yuds together. The name Jehovah is associated with God’s covenantal 

love and faithfulness. Leading is challenging, and adding the letter yud to 

Joshua’s name served as a promise that the Lord would always be with Joshua 

through those challenges.

But of course, there is more. The yud also represents God’s hand. The 

name yud comes from the Hebrew word yad, which means “hand.” It was 

the Lord’s hand that delivered Israel from the Egyptians; He’d promised 

Moses He would redeem Israel “by a mighty hand and by an outstretched 

arm” (Deuteronomy 5:15 nasb). What’s amazing is that the earliest form of 

Hebrew pictograph of this letter is an arm with a hand.

The only way for Joshua to be successful was for the Lord’s hand to work 

through him and deliver the Canaanites into his hands as God’s hand had 

delivered the Egyptians into the hands of Moses.

Interestingly, at the end of the Torah, Moses called Joshua by his original 

name: “Moses came and spoke all the words of this song in the ears of the 
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people, he, and Hoshea the son of Nun” (Deuteronomy 32:44 jps). Why did 

Moses, right before his passing, suddenly use Joshua’s original birth name? 

It seems strange because throughout the five books of Moses, except for two 

places, he was called Joshua.

By nature, Joshua seemed to be more of a private and contemplative 

man. He was happy sitting at the feet of Moses, serving him, and learning 

God’s Word. He loved to sit in the house of God, soaking in the Lord’s 

presence and delving deeper into the depths of Torah. Perhaps Joshua was 

reticent about the burden of leadership that was about to rest so heavily upon 

his shoulders.

Perhaps Joshua secretly desired to go back to his old life. Using his old 

name this one last time, the Lord reminded him where he came from and 

where he was going. Through Moses, the Lord changed his name to Joshua, 

which means “the Lord saves.” Now he needed more of the strength of the 

Lord to lead the people successfully.

Moses may have used Joshua’s birth name a final time to communicate 

that the old Joshua had to die and be buried completely. He could no longer 

be Hoshea but must fully embrace and step into the full meaning of his 

God- given name, Joshua. He could never go back to being Hoshea, no mat-

ter how challenging, stressful, or out of his comfort zone his life might be. 

His old name was eulogized, remembered one last time before being buried 

with Moses. He was never to go back to his old way of being, no matter how 

challenging things became.

Every one of us has the propensity to return to what feels comfortable 

when things become stressful and overwhelming. Devastated after the cru-

cifixion of Yeshua, Peter and the apostles went fishing (John 21:1–14). They 

went back to what was familiar. But they caught no fish. The word for “fish” 

comes from the same Hebrew root for “fear.” If we retreat to our old patterns 
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in fear instead of forging forward in faith, our lives will be left as empty as 

the disciple’s nets were that morning. When we faithfully follow the voice 

of the Lord, however, He fills our nets. After Yeshua had risen, He strolled 

along the shore of Galilee as Peter and some others were fishing with no 

success. Unrecognizable to them, He called out that they should cast their 

nets on the other side. When they reluctantly obeyed and the catch was 

uncontainable, they knew who He was! Yeshua did for them what they could 

not do for themselves, which was turn failure and frustration into success.

When God calls us outside our comfort zones, we must guard against 

going back to our old ways. The Israelites wanted to return to their former 

lives as slaves. Joshua wished to live a quieter private life, and the disciples 

went fishing.

The Lord essentially told Joshua, You must let Hoshea die; you will never 

be that person ever again. You must step up and into your new name, repre-

senting my calling and purpose for your life. You must be zealous, strong, and 

courageous. I am with you and will empower you and the Children of Israel 

to conquer the land. As the Lord promised to be with Joshua, so the Lord 

promises to be with us: “I will never leave you or forsake you” (Hebrews 

13:5), and “Remember! I am with you always, even to the end of the age” 

(Matthew 28:20). This promise should fill us with zeal and courage to pursue 

His promises and purposes for our lives without ever losing heart and want-

ing to go back to Egypt— the old way of seeing and being, the place of slavery.

Joshua’s Zeal to Serve

Another mark of an authentic disciple and leader is that they lead from 

a place of servanthood. A text called Bamidbar Rabbah, a twelfth- century 

midrash (or interpretation)6 on the book of Numbers, tells us, “Joshua served 
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you faithfully and showed you great honour. It was he who rose early in the 

morning and remained late at night at your House of Assembly. He used to 

arrange the benches and spread the mats. Seeing that he has served you with 

all his might, he is worthy to serve Israel, for he shall not lose his reward.”7

Joshua spent his time not only studying in “the tent” but also serving 

Moses. True leaders do not wait to be asked to help. They see a need and 

begin to fill it. Like Joshua, they are as zealous to serve in small things as 

they are in large things. Seeking only an audience of One, they don’t do what 

they do for applause or hopes of promotion, but from their genuine love for 

the Lord.

Messiah Yeshua was one of the most outstanding examples of what it 

means to be a servant leader. Often exhausted, He ministered to the mul-

titudes because of His love for the Father and His people. Moved by their 

pain, He ministered to the poor and wealthy alike with the same zeal. No 

respecter of persons, yet respecting all persons, Yeshua was passionate about 

serving. Concerning Himself, He said:

• “Even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to 

give his life as a ransom for many” (Mark 10:45 niv).

• “I have come down from heaven not to do my will but to do the will 

of him who sent me” (John 6:38 niv).

• “Who is greater, the one who is at the table or the one who serves? 

Is it not the one who is at the table? But I am among you as one who 

serves” (Luke 22:27 niv).

Yeshua was teaching us about genuine servant leaders. They do not seek 

to be served. Their goal is to serve others. They seek the Father’s will, not 

their own, and they don’t overtly promote themselves.
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If we are truly His disciples, we must strive to be like Him.

Like Joshua, Yeshua was just as zealous— even more so— to minister to 

the nobodies. We should be as well. I like how The Message puts it: “God 

deliberately chose men and women that the culture overlooks and exploits 

and abuses, chose these ‘nobodies’ to expose the hollow pretensions of the 

‘somebodies’ ” (1 Corinthians 1:28 msg). Yeshua loved serving and minis-

tering as much to one individual as to the multitude. God is all about the 

“ones,” and every person is valuable to Him.

There is another important insight to be learned as we read about Joshua 

and service. When we are faithful in the small things, God will trust us with 

more. Joshua began by arranging benches, but this is what prepared him to 

replace Moses as the leader of Israel. Yeshua sought the Lord and was will-

ing to serve in secret. It was His willingness to serve in the small things and 

sacrifice for others that played a compelling role in His exhalation:

Have this attitude in yourselves, which also was in Messiah 

Yeshua,

Who, though existing in the form of God,

did not consider being equal to God a thing to be grasped.

But He emptied Himself— 

taking on the form of a slave,

becoming the likeness of men

and being found in appearance as a man.

He humbled Himself— 

becoming obedient to the point of death,

even death on a cross.

For this reason God highly exalted Him. (Philippians 2:5–9)
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This should be the song of all our hearts if we truly want to be great like 

Joshua and Yeshua.

Zeal in the New Testament

Zeal also marked the life and ministry of Yeshua, of whom the disciples 

applied the verse, “Zeal for your House will consume me!” (John 2:17; Psalm 

69:9). The disciples also had incredible zeal. We can see their zeal as they 

continued to boldly proclaim the Gospel of good news despite persecution, 

imprisonment, and beatings:

They called them in and ordered them not to speak or teach at all in the 

name of Yeshua. But Peter and John replied, “Whether it is right in the 

sight of God to listen to you rather than to God, you decide. For we cannot 

stop speaking about what we have seen and heard.” (Acts 4:18–20)

When they had brought them, they placed them before the Sanhedrin. 

The kohen gadol [High Priests] questioned them, saying, “We gave you 

strict orders not to teach in this name— and look, you have filled Jerusalem 

with your teaching, and you intend to bring on us the blood of this Man!”

Peter and the emissaries replied, “We must obey God rather than 

men. . . .”

[The Sanhedrin] called in the emissaries, flogged them, ordered them 

not to continue speaking in the name of Yeshua, and let them go.

So they left the presence of the Sanhedrin, rejoicing that they were 

considered worthy to be dishonored on account of His name. And every 
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day, in the temple and from house to house, they never stopped teaching 

and proclaiming Yeshua as the Messiah.” (Acts 5:27–29, 40–42)

Even the disciples of the disciples had this same type of zeal for the 

Word. James and the elders of the messianic Jerusalem community (the 

Jerusalem church) said to Paul, “You see, brother, how many myriads there 

are among the Jewish people who have believed— and they are all zealous 

for the Torah” (Acts 21:20).

Most people are zealous for something. Some people are zealous for 

their favorite sports teams. They are willing to paint their bodies, sit for 

hours in the heat or in freezing cold, and devote countless hours to cheering 

on their team. Others are zealous for their family. They are willing to make 

any sacrifice. Still some burn with zeal to be successful in their careers. 

There is nothing inherently wrong with any of the above, as long as we have 

even more zeal for the Lord. We need to ask ourselves, Are we consumed 

with zeal for the Lord like Yeshua and Joshua?

A Note from Kathie

After Moses’ death on Mount Nebo, his faithful follower Joshua was 

named the new leader of the Hebrews and called to lead the charge 

to conquer Canaan, the “land flowing with milk and honey” God had 

promised Abram centuries before (Exodus 3:8). Not coincidentally, 

Joshua was about eighty years old at this time, the same age Moses 

was when the Lord met him at the burning bush.8

I’m nowhere near eighty yet, but I find great comfort in these 
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stories of God’s incredible faithfulness to fulfill His promises, even 

using people well past their prime to accomplish it.

It’s equally thrilling that He also chose the very young as well, as 

we’ll see many centuries later with a betrothed, barely teenage girl 

from Nazareth.
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Fifteen hundred years later, God would choose perhaps His most unlikely 

vessel to set into motion the salvation of mankind: a teenage girl named Mary.

Her Hebrew name was Miriam, and she was a young Jewish girl of 

the tribe of Judah. A descendant of David, and a virgin herself, she was 

betrothed to a carpenter named Joseph (Isaiah 7:14; Matthew 13:55). Both 

were poor (Leviticus 12:8; Luke 2:24).

One ordinary day, while Mary was living in the village of Nazareth, God 

sent the angel Gabriel to pay her a visit.

Coming to her, the angel said, “Shalom, favored one! Adonai is with you.” 

But at the message, she was perplexed and kept wondering what kind of 

greeting this might be. The angel spoke to her, “Do not be afraid, Miriam, 

for you have found favor with God. Behold, you will become pregnant and 

give birth to a son, and you shall call His name Yeshua. He will be great 

and will be called Ben- Elyon [Son of God]. Adonai Elohim will give Him 

GodoftheWay_1P.indd   61GodoftheWay_1P.indd   61 3/25/22   8:54 AM3/25/22   8:54 AM



T H E  G O D  O F  T H E  W A Y

62

the throne of David, His father. He shall reign over the house of Jacob for 

all eternity, and His kingdom will be without end.”

Miriam said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am not intimate 

with a man?”

And responding, the angel said to her, “The Ruach ha- Kodesh [Holy 

Spirit] will come upon you, and the power of Elyon [God Most High] will 

overshadow you. Therefore, the Holy One being born will be called Ben- 

Elohim [Son of God]. Behold, even your relative Elizabeth has conceived 

a son in her old age; and the one who was called barren is six months 

pregnant. For nothing will be impossible with God.”

So Miriam said, “Behold, the servant of Adonai. Let it be done to me 

according to your word.” And the angel left her. (Luke 1:28–38)

What About the Wedding?

Mary thought she was waiting for a wedding, but something came to her 

that was far different— an improbable event she never would have dreamed 

of. A holy interruption.

In ancient Jewish practice, girls were typically engaged around twelve 

or thirteen and then married at the end of a one- year betrothal period. The 

couple’s parents arranged the betrothal, which was “a more binding arrange-

ment than our modern- day engagement.”1 Truly, “only death or divorce 

could break the betrothal commitment.”2 During the year, the couple lived 

separately without having sexual relations. The young woman would prove 

her purity, while the young man prepared their future home.

It’s easy to understand Mary’s dilemma. At the time she was to 
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demonstrate her wholesomeness, an angel gave her the news that she was 

going to have a baby.

Mary’s Humility

Much about Mary and her relationship with God is revealed when we read 

about her response to the angel. Imagine a bright, glowing angel showing 

up at your bedside or in your living room and announcing, “You have found 

favor with God.” Isn’t that something we all long to hear? Along with, “Well 

done, good and faithful servant!” (Matthew 25:21). I’m sure those words 

caused Mary’s spirit to leap within her. But look at her response. Author and 

pastor Warren Wiersbe wrote this:

Mary’s response reveals her humility and honesty before God. She cer-

tainly never expected to see an angel and receive special favors from 

heaven. There was nothing unique about her that such things should hap-

pen. If she had been different from other Jewish girls, as some theologians 

claim she was, then she might have said, “Well, it’s about time! I’ve been 

expecting you!” No, all of this was a surprise to her.3

Mary showed tremendous humility of heart considering everything that 

was happening to her— things that would cause many to get puffed up. We 

find this same humble quality in Yeshua.

Who, though existing in the form of God, did not consider being equal to 

God a thing to be grasped. But He emptied Himself— taking on the form 

of a slave, becoming the likeness of men and being found in appearance as 
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a man. He humbled Himself— becoming obedient to the point of death, even 

death on a cross. For this reason God highly exalted Him and gave Him 

the name that is above every name. (Philippians 2:6–11, emphasis added)

In this passage we see that equality with God was not something Yeshua 

clung to, even though He had every right to do so. He was deity in flesh. 

Instead He offered up His divine privileges and took the humble position of 

a servant. Yeshua made the ultimate sacrifice, leaving the unspeakable riches 

and position of His home in heaven to come to earth for you and me, not 

just to experience life as we know it, but to suffer and die in our place. Our 

minds can’t wrap around even a microscopic fraction of what that entails.

Humility is also receiving. Probably understanding some, though 

not all, of the misunderstanding and scorn that would surely come, Mary 

embraced God’s new vision for her life without complaining or sarcasm.

God requires faith, but “nothing stirs God’s heart more than a humble 

heart and a merciful spirit,” as former New York gang member Nicky Cruz 

wrote.4 “God resists the proud, but gives grace to the humble” (1 Peter 5:5 

nkjv). You want God’s grace? Become humble. Mary was humble in spirit.

Humility allows those greater than we are to do what God has called 

them to do. As John the Baptist, Yochanan HaMatbil in Hebrew, said con-

cerning Yeshua, the Mashiach (Messiah in Hebrew), “He must increase, 

while I must decrease” (John 3:30). Being willing to decrease so that others 

can increase is the essence of humility. It’s important to note, however, that 

I’m not talking about self- abasing. A truly humble person is secure and con-

fident in God’s love. They know who they are. Those who are insecure may 

put themselves down a lot, but it’s because they are focusing on themselves 

too much. Genuine humility is not thinking less of ourselves. It’s thinking of 

ourselves less. Nowhere in Scripture do we see that Mary tried to be greater 
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than her Son. She didn’t stand in His way but let him increase as God opened 

the door for His ministry on earth.

It also takes humility for us to be completely transparent before others, 

allowing them to speak into our lives, encourage us, sharpen us if needed, 

and help us in our own journeys. Notice that when the angel ended his time 

with Mary, he said, “Nothing will be impossible with God” (Luke 1:37). 

Mary needed to be transparent to receive that word and then live by it.

Just as God metaphorically gave Abraham, Sarah, Moses, and Joshua 

songs to sing, He put a song in Mary too. Luke 1:46–56 records how Mary 

humbly bowed her head and worshiped God. This passage is often referred 

to as Mary’s Magnificat, or the Song of Mary. In it, she genuinely and lov-

ingly magnifies the Lord. In verses 46 and 47, we find the key to Mary’s 

humility. “My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit has rejoiced in God 

my Savior” (nkjv). Notice whom Mary magnified and how she referred to 

Him— God and Savior. R. Kent Hughes, author and former senior pastor of 

College Church in Wheaton, Illinois, wrote, “Magnifying the Lord, making 

great the Lord with our entire spirit and soul— that is what God desires in 

our lives today.”5 Charles Spurgeon understood this, as his own experience 

of complete enjoyment testified: “I like, sometimes, to leave off praying and 

singing, and to sit still, and just gaze upward till my inmost soul has seen 

my Lord; then I say, ‘He is inexpressively lovely; yea he is altogether lovely.’ ”6

Another aspect of humility is kindness. It’s difficult to be proud and 

be full of compassion and kindness because the proud are focused primar-

ily on themselves. There’s a difference between being nice and being kind. 

“Niceness” is being polite and treating others with decency. “Kindness” kicks 

it up a notch. It’s when you feel for others and demonstrate it through your 

actions. In Jewish thought, water is associated with kindness (the Hebrew 

word chesed is often translated as “lovingkindness” in the Bible). When 

GodoftheWay_1P.indd   65GodoftheWay_1P.indd   65 3/25/22   8:54 AM3/25/22   8:54 AM



T H E  G O D  O F  T H E  W A Y

6 6

Jewish people think of kindness and water (mar in Hebrew), they often 

think of Miriam, Moses’ sister (as we mentioned, Mary’s name in Hebrew 

is Miriam). Miriam is associated with kindness because of her special acts 

in serving as a midwife. She devoted herself to the needs of her people and 

spared many infants from the evil decrees of Pharaoh.7

Her connection with water includes saving Moses at the Nile (Exodus 

2:4, 7–9), leading worship and singing praises after the Children of Israel 

crossed the Red Sea (Exodus 15:20–21), and the wilderness spring named 

“the well of Miriam,” which provided water in the wilderness for the trave-

ling people (Exodus 17:6).

In John 2, we find a story involving Mary and water as well, in Yeshua’s 

first miracle, which teaches us more about Mary’s humility.

The story unfolds with Mary and Yeshua at a wedding celebration where 

the host has run out of wine— an embarrassing situation. Mary saw the need 

(as Moses’ sister Miriam did with the midwives) and went to Yeshua for help. 

She boldly told the servants, “Do whatever He tells you” (John 2:5). Yeshua 

instructed the servants to fill six large pots with water, then He turned the 

water into incredible wine.

Water into wine was an amazing miracle, but our lesson from Mary is 

her boldness, or chutzpah. What is chutzpah? It’s “holy boldness, audacity.” 

Mary and Miriam both teach us that we cannot accomplish anything great 

without faith and chutzpah.

One night I had a dream that I was standing at a movie premiere in 

Hollywood. There were two giant spotlights in the sky, and the next thing I 

knew, those lights were turned toward me, and I became blinded. So I asked 

that the lights would be turned back toward the sky.

I felt God say to me, If you remain small in your own sight, you will 

remain great in Mine. If you become big in your own sight, you will become 

small on your own.
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If you try to take the glory and shine it on yourself, you will become 

blinded. If you keep your eyes fixed on God, however, and keep the light 

turned upward, you will know humility and be successful. It is the reason 

God chose Moses— he was the humblest man in all the earth (Numbers 

12:3), both meek and humble. It was the reason He chose Mary. Meekness is 

not weakness; it is power under restraint.

Faith, chutzpah, and humility together lead to God’s favor. To walk in 

our divine assignments and sing our unique songs, we will need to seek God’s 

presence, understanding that He is the source of favor to open the doors that 

only He can open— doors that no man can shut. With both Miriam and 

Mary, they by themselves could not alone do what needed to be done. We 

need to constantly remind ourselves that we are the same. We cannot fulfill 

our divine assignments on our own. It is God’s favor that opens doors, and 

that favor often comes in the form of a person helping us reach the next 

level or to just get across the ditch. Two are better than one because if either 

one of them falls then the other one can help them up (Ecclesiastes 4:9–12).

Humility is not weakness. It’s knowing that you are in God’s control 

and, when the situation calls for it— whether your brother needs saving or 

the wedding needs wine— having the chutzpah to do what God has asked 

you to do.

The smaller we make ourselves, the bigger we make God.

Mary’s Obedience

Upon the angel’s visit, Mary immediately obeyed God’s will in her life. She 

said, “Behold the servant of Adonai. Let it be done to me according to your 

word” (Luke 1:38). Despite the shock of the encounter with the angel, Mary 
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was not afraid to ask questions; however, before the angel departed, she 

chose obedience.

Think of what obedience meant to this young girl. She needed to confront 

Joseph and risk a divorce. She had to face her neighbors, whose imaginations 

must have run wild. She had to confront her parents and Joseph’s parents. 

But through all this confrontation and gossip, she was able to cling to the 

angel’s promise to her and to Joseph’s loyalty to her after his own angelic 

visit (Matthew 1:18–25). She remained obedient to God’s calling on her life.

I find it interesting that Mary obeyed without hesitation. Responding 

immediately and affirmatively to the Lord, she needed no time for deliber-

ation. Obedience was her delight. Looking back at the times God has called 

me to do something, I have to ask, Did I react like Mary? Not all the time. 

There were moments of hesitation. I wonder what blessings from God I lost. 

Is slow obedience disobedience?

Mary obeyed without any selfish motives, looking to the future and 

what God would do in her life. She didn’t know how, and she didn’t know 

when, yet she didn’t try to figure everything out. Commenting on Mary’s 

obedience, Anglican commentator William Barclay wrote, “Mary’s submis-

sion is a very lovely thing. ‘Whatever God says, I accept.’ Mary had learned 

to forget the world’s commonest prayer— ‘Your will be changed’— and to 

pray the world’s greatest prayer— ‘Your will be done.’ ”8

Today, we often regard obedience as a weakness. We feel we need to 

assert ourselves within the freedom to be “me.” Mary’s example should 

correct our thinking. She is a beautiful model of obedience. Mary joyfully 

accepted the will of the Father (Luke 1:46–56). In Scripture, we can almost 

see that His will became her will. She willingly yielded to what God wanted 

for her instead of fighting for her self- defined life direction. Author and 
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speaker Janet Chester Bly wrote about Mary, “Few in biblical history exhibit 

such immediate obedience and complete trust in God.”9

Mary’s Patience

Instant gratification and impatience have become the culture’s norm. “Faster 

is better” its mantra. We want what we want, and we want it yesterday— 

faster phones, faster networks, faster weight loss, and fast food. God forbid 

we get stuck in line somewhere for more than five minutes! Unfortunately, 

because of our internet- paced living, people and relationships become casu-

alties. But this is not God’s way. We know the passage by heart: “Love is 

patient, love is kind . . .” (1 Corinthians 13:4). Just as we saw that one can’t be 

proud and have loving kindness, it’s also impossible to have loving kindness 

without patience. The two go hand in hand. When we study Mary, we find 

she was not only a humble and obedient woman, but she also had incredible 

patience.

The Hebrew word for “patience” is savlanut, which has the same root 

as the words for “burdens” (sivlot) and “porter” (sabbal).10 “Patience can 

therefore be understood as the ability to carry a burden. That burden can 

often be time, or the burden of waiting.”11 We feel stretched for time; we 

hate waiting on a delayed flight or even for a file to download. We refuse to 

carry the burden.

One of the foremost characteristics of the great men and women of faith 

was patience. Abraham waited twenty- five years for the son of promise! 

Moses spent forty years in the desert before God called him. When God calls 

us, or gives us a promise, we often think it’s going to be right now! But God’s 

view of time is different from ours. Mary, too, was a woman of patience.
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The word “longsuffering” is often associated with patience. While it has 

a similar meaning, longsuffering has to do with the longevity of patience. 

It’s patience with plenty of persistence. Peter reassures us that the Lord is 

“longsuffering toward us, not willing that any should perish” (2 Peter 3:9 

nkjv). Mary was patient and longsuffering, as we’ll discover below.

Why are these qualities so important for us? If we don’t learn to be 

longsuffering and patient, we will never be able to foster growth and trans-

formation in our lives. It takes time to grow, and time connects directly to 

patience. If we don’t learn to be patient we will become angry, critical, and 

judgmental people. We can’t give God’s love.

Here’s a God- story. We saw earlier that Mary’s Hebrew name was 

Miriam. The woman I married is named Miriam, too, and just like Miriam 

in the Bible was longsuffering, so is the woman I married. My Miriam is a 

well- known worship leader for Hillsong. For years while she was serving the 

Lord, she didn’t chase after a dating relationship but did want to find her 

soulmate. She waited faithfully, and time seemed to be running out. One 

day, while doing some routine cleaning, Miriam was inwardly crying out to 

God. Listen to her own words.

I prayed, God, your will be done, and help me to laugh, whatever your will 

is. I just knew my prayer, whatever I’d cried, went straight to the thron-

eroom. Then I kind of forgot about it, wiped my eyes, and went back to 

doing what I was doing. A couple of hours later, as I was just going about 

my day, I heard the word “longsuffering.” It was like someone spoke it 

directly into my ears. I stood there going, “Wow, wow, wow!” I hadn’t 

expected that. God bypassed my mind and spoke straight in my spirit, 

louder than my mind and very, very clearly. I literally heard His voice, 
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audibly, but not with my natural ears, louder than my natural ears— just 

louder.

God had told her not to be discouraged, that she needed longsuffering 

and patience in waiting for the promise. But God is amazingly even more 

specific than we sometimes think. Many years later, God brought Miriam 

and me together, and Miriam found out that my last name, Sobel, in Hebrew 

means “longsuffering.” God knew her heart’s desire and gave her His word 

for a promise.

Young Mary understood longsuffering and patience as well. She waited 

nine months for the birth of Yeshua, and nothing different happened. After 

He was born, He didn’t fly around the manger or walk through walls. Not 

long after, however, Mary witnessed a remarkable and confirming event.

Because they followed the Torah, Joseph and Mary brought Yeshua to 

the temple to fulfill obligations of Jewish parents (traditionally done thirty 

days after the child’s birth). They brought Him for two reasons: First, to 

ceremonially cleanse the mother with the proper sacrifices (Leviticus 12:1–

8). Second, for the redemption of the firstborn son (pidyon ha’ben) ritual 

(Exodus 22:28–29).

In accordance with ancient tradition, the young couple placed their son 

in the arms of the priest who asked the relevant questions about their 

desire to redeem their boy. As the shekels were exchanged, the Cohen 

[priest] would “bless God” with the traditional blessings. Yosef [Joseph] 

and Miryam [Mary] were amazed as they heard the priest add a few of his 

own prophetic comments inspired by the Ruakh HaKodesh [Holy Spirit]. 

This son would be yeshu’ah (a word play on the name “Yeshua”), salvation 

for many in Israel as well as a light to non- Jews.12
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We can read about this encounter in Luke 2:25–33. The Holy Spirit 

had revealed to a priest named Simeon that he would not die before see-

ing the Messiah. When Mary and Joseph brought Yeshua to the temple, 

Simeon blessed Him, saying, “Now may You let Your servant go in peace, 

O Sovereign Master, according to Your word. For my eyes have seen Your 

salvation, which You have prepared in the presence of all peoples; ‘A light of 

revelation to the nations’ and the glory of Your people Israel” (Luke 2:29–32).

Both Mary and Joseph marveled at the things that were said about their 

son (Luke 2:33). Mary’s trust and patience were confirmed by Simeon’s dec-

laration about the newborn Yeshua.

It would be a long twelve years, though, before Mary could witness even 

a small part of her son’s ministry. Mary and Joseph were raising Yeshua 

by the Torah and regularly participated in the required festivals (Luke 

2:39). Beginning at Luke 2:41, we find a twelve- year- old Yeshua fulfilling 

the journey to Jerusalem to observe the festivals— in this case, Passover. 

Yeshua shows His desire to serve God. Unbeknownst to his parents, who 

had already left on the journey home, He spent three full days in the temple 

discussing the Torah with the rabbis (Luke 2:43–50).

After three days, when Mary and Joseph found their son, we read a 

critical passage that speaks once again to Mary’s patience.

When His parents saw Yeshua, they were overwhelmed. And His mother 

said to Him, “Child, why did you do this to us? Look! Your father and I 

were searching for You frantically!”

He said to them, “Why were you searching for Me? Didn’t you know 

that I must be about the things of My Father?” But they did not grasp the 

message He was telling them. (Luke 2:48–50)
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After this remarkable event at the temple, we don’t find Mary rushing 

Yeshua into ministry. Instead she waited for God’s leading. She remained 

patient for God’s promises to come to pass in God’s own time. There is 

danger in trying to force God’s promises and speed up the process. As we 

learned with Sarah and Hagar, it’s never good to try to take matters into our 

own hands. Mary understood the God of the How and When, and she lived 

with a patient heart.

While the Bible doesn’t give us many clues about Yeshua from ages 

twelve to thirty, we can assume He lived in Nazareth with Mary. It is sup-

posed by many that Joseph, Yeshua’s father, died sometime during these 

years. While he and Mary did have other children, and Yeshua learned a 

trade from him, Joseph probably didn’t see his Son go into public ministry. 

With Joseph’s death, Mary became a single mom raising not only Yeshua 

but also her other children alone. Here again we find Mary’s longsuffering 

quality. She didn’t know when her Son would go into what God called Him 

to do. She had to wait.

Finally Yeshua’s ministry began. He was victorious over Satan’s attempts 

to derail Him from what God had called Him to do. After His time in the 

wilderness, Yeshua returned to Galilee with great spiritual power and began 

to teach (Luke 4:14). While the people spurned Him, Mary knew her Son 

would be leaving home, and she would need to draw upon her patience. The 

same way David of old had encouraged himself in the Lord, she perhaps 

remembered those early years when the angel spoke and she miraculously 

conceived, when John the Baptist leaped inside Elizabeth’s womb. During 

seasons of patient waiting, it is important for us, as well, to remember what 

God has done— the words He’s spoken.

Mary had to watch her Son be rejected by Jewish leaders and people. 

He was disrespected in His hometown (Mark 6:4). While she did not always 

GodoftheWay_1P.indd   73GodoftheWay_1P.indd   73 3/25/22   8:54 AM3/25/22   8:54 AM



T H E  G O D  O F  T H E  W A Y

74

follow her Son in His travels, Mary sometimes heard Him preach, and she 

may have been in the synagogue when Yeshua read Isaiah’s prophecy (Luke 

4:18–30). She observed the harsh hostility of her fellow citizens who drove 

Yeshua from the temple. She went with Him to the wedding feast at Cana, 

and it’s there we find her complete faith in her Son when she told the serv-

ants, “Do whatever He tells you” (John 2:5). Witnessing that criticism must 

have been difficult for Mary, but her patience and longsuffering spirit kept 

her eyes focused on God’s plan, not hers.

The most extended wait of her life was the three days after Yeshua’s 

crucifixion. I can’t imagine the agony of seeing her Son on that cross. But 

Mary was patient. She knew her Son’s teaching deeply. Mary knew He was a 

unique child of God. She knew He was Messiah. She knew God’s promises 

concerning her Son, so, she waited.

Mary clung to God’s promises. She trusted Him with the how and the 

when. Yeshua’s mother bore God’s only Son and had no idea what lay ahead 

in the future for this precious little child. She watched Him grow and learn. 

She saw Him discuss the Torah with the rabbis, and she saw Him leave to 

embark on the most incredible three years of anyone’s life.

Mary, Sarah, and the Role of Women

It must have been a shocker for Mary to be told that as a virgin she would 

conceive the Messiah by the Holy Spirit. Mary’s supernatural conception 

was unique, and it was tied to an ancient promise. The first direct messianic 

prophecy or promise found in the Bible is found in Genesis 3:15. Eve, the 

first woman, set the Fall in motion, but it would be through the woman that 
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the hope of redemption would be birthed. “I will put animosity between you 

and the woman— between your seed and her seed.”

What is fascinating about this messianic promise is that women don’t 

have any seed. Throughout the Bible, except for this passage, seed is asso-

ciated with men, as in the “seed of Abraham” (Psalm 105:6; John 8:33, 37), 

“the seed of Jacob” (Jeremiah 33:26 kjv), and “the seed of David” (1 Kings 

11:39 kjv). By referring to the Messiah as the seed of the women, this passage 

alludes to a mystery that would be later revealed in more detail in Isaiah 7:14: 

“Behold, the virgin will conceive. When she is giving birth to a son, she will 

call his name Immanuel.”

But there is more! Sarah, who is both the mother of faith and the matri-

arch of Israel, also supernaturally conceived, for it is impossible for a woman 

of ninety to bear a child. The Lord performed a miracle, according to Jewish 

tradition, supernaturally renewing Sarah internally so she could conceive 

and bear a son. What the Lord did for Mary was an even greater miracle, 

though. Never before and never since has a virgin conceived. But not only 

did Sarah struggle with being barren, but so did Rebekah and Rachael.

What is the connection between all these great women of faith? In all 

these cases, the Lord wanted to demonstrate that only He could fulfill and 

bring about the line of the promised “seed of the woman.” The bigger lesson 

for all of us is how the Lord has the power to transform our barrenness into 

birthing. It doesn’t matter how long you have struggled to birth your prom-

ise or how improbable it might seem. Nothing is impossible with God! If you 

believe, you can conceive and receive His promise. What the Lord did for 

Mary and the matriarchs He can do for you. In the same way that only the 

Lord could bring about the promise of the seed, you must depend upon the 

Lord to do what no one else can for you!

Mary’s giving birth to the promised Seed also points to another 
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important truth. God always intended women to play a central role in His 

plan of redemption. The most defining spiritual event in the history of the 

Jewish people was the exodus from Egypt. Jewish tradition says that Israel 

was redeemed from slavery because of righteous women.13 This makes a lot 

of sense. Women played a critical role in the book of Exodus and the Passover 

story. It was the midwives who risked their lives by lying to Pharaoh to save 

Jewish baby boys. Moses’ mom risked her life and her family’s lives to hide 

Moses for three months. Miriam, his sister, placed the baby Moses in the 

Nile and watched over him until he was safe. Pharaoh’s daughter seemingly 

defied her father’s orders by rescuing Moses and raising him as her own son. 

Without these godly women of faith, Israel would never have survived, let 

alone left Egypt!

In the New Testament, women also play a crucial role. Mary the mother 

of Yeshua was named after Moses’ sister. Again, Mary’s biblical name was 

Miriam in Hebrew. Her name was changed as the Bible was translated into 

Latin and then English. Mary is the New Testament Miriam who is called 

to watch over and protect the baby Yeshua in the same way Moses’ sister 

watched over Moses. It was Mary who caused Yeshua to perform His first 

miracle of turning water into wine.

Yeshua elevated everyone around Him, including women. He valued 

them. Think of His interactions with the Samaritan women, the women 

caught in adultery, and Mary Magdalene. He chose each of them to play key 

roles. Women were the key supporters of Yeshua’s ministry. All of Yeshua’s 

male disciples, apart from John, abandoned Yeshua while He hung on the 

cross. It was only the women who remained with Him and risked their lives 

to be with Him until the end. It was Mary Magdalene who found the empty 

tomb, encountered an “angel of Adonai” who told her that Yeshua had risen 

(Matthew 28:2), and became the first to proclaim the good news on that first 

Resurrection Sunday!

GodoftheWay_1P.indd   76GodoftheWay_1P.indd   76 3/25/22   8:54 AM3/25/22   8:54 AM



M A R Y

7 7

In the same way, women must be valued and empowered in the body of 

Messiah today. Women have a critical role to play in the church. We must 

encourage women to use their God- given spiritual and natural gifts for the 

Kingdom! If we fail to do so, we fail to follow in the footsteps of Yeshua.

We can learn so much from Mary— humility, obedience, and patience. 

But perhaps Cora Jakes Coleman, in her introduction to Sarah Jakes’s book 

Dear Mary: Lessons from the Mother of Jesus for the Modern Mom, summed 

up best all that Mary taught us:

Your ability to allow God to bless you with something indescribable later 

gave us the ability to receive and understand indescribable blessings. As 

women, we now seek the impossible because you had the faith to birth the 

One who makes all things possible in an impossible way. A mother’s love 

is indescribable, but a mother’s sacrifice is priceless. You lovingly raised 

your child, preparing Him for His assignment of bringing salvation to the 

world, knowing fully that it would break your heart. . . . You taught us that 

mothering is not about us, but rather about guiding and nurturing our 

children so they are able to walk in God’s chosen purpose for their lives.14

Oh, God of the How and When, only You know how, only You know when.

A Note from Kathie

Mary was most likely a young teenage girl when the angel Gabriel vis-

ited her in Nazareth with a startling message: she had been chosen 

by God to give birth to the long- awaited Messiah, whom the prophets 

had foretold for centuries.
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In Isaiah 7:14 we are told that a “virgin will conceive and give 

birth” to this Redeemer of the world (niv). The fact that this young 

peasant girl’s response to the angel was, “I am the Lord’s servant. Let 

it be unto me as you have said” is unbelievable to me (Luke 1:38, 

paraphrase)!

She— like Abraham and Sarah and Moses and Joshua before 

her— was willing to give up everything she knew and depended on in 

order to obey the calling of God in her life to journey into an unknown 

future.

When we believe, miracles abound.
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